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FORE'ORD 

E. Claude Gardner, Dean-Registrar 

The 1961 Annual Bible Lectureship ltTaS successful in every way. 

The attendance vras lar{,er it seems. It was observed that the attendance 

Has more consistent than usual. A number of teachers, elders, deacons, 

as well as preachers was present. Vie were delighted to have so many 

alumni and friends on the campus. 

','e thank the participants for their extraordinary ,-lork in lectur

ing and teaching. All of us are highly indebted to you. The material 

was usable and inspirational. 

Considerable interest was shown in the exhibits and numerous 

auxiliary activities. The spirit of the vleek was wonderful. It 

encourages us here at the college to have our friends come and speak 

'-lords of support and friendship.,Te thank God for all the brethren 

who help us. LIe pledge that we shall do our utmost to keep the 

college strong and sound in the ancient faith. .Ie shall strive to 

be faithful to the Bible--not liberal, digressive, or hobbyistic. 

11Ie look forward GO seeing you in 1962 for another lecture series. 

The date is February 4-9. 

,'e are indebted to J • Talker ldhittle, Chairman of the Business 

Jidministration Department and the Phi Beta Lambda, the business 

club, for preparing the outlines for distribution. 



BIBLICAL ARCHAEOLOGY 

Jack P. Lewis 

No generation of men have had at their disposal tools to enable them 
to understand the Bible comparable to those of our generation. To no 
small extent these tools have been made available through the science 
of archaeology. Archaeology is the study of the human past as that 
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past is reflected in its remains. It is by no means limited to the 
Biblical ~orld; but over the past 150 years, it has uncovered an abun
dance of m~terials that are relevant to the Biblical student. Biblical 
archaeology is a recent science that is continuously going forward. It 
is important that one read recent books if he wishes to have at his dis
posal reliable knowledge. 'dhen Adam Clarke wrote his much used commentary 
about 1810, use was made of all materials available at tp~t time, but 
not one biblical site had been excavated. Many of the peoples of the 
Bible were completely unknown except as they were referred to in the 
Bible and by classical historians. The ancient texts were undeciphered. 
Hew different it is today! Remarkable strides have been made. The most 
fruitful period was between the tHO world ".Tars when the l-1i.ddle East 
countries were mandates of ~estern governments that were favorable to 
Archaeological Activity. 

The contribution to Biblical study made by Archaeology is far too 
large to deal with adequately in the short space of time alloted us 
here, but we shall be selective and consider in a summary Hay some of 
its contritutions in the areas: (a) Manuscripts of Biblical Books 
(b) Biblical Language (c) Biblical Background (d) Biblical Persons 
and Events. These contributions are of such importance that a Biblical 
student cannot afford to ignore them. 

1. Archaeology and the Hanuscripts 

The autographed copies of no biblical books have come down to us. 
In the Old Testament area until recently our oldest extensive copy was 
the British Museum Ms. OR 4445, containing Genesis 39:20--Deuteronomy 
1:33 and dates about the Tenth Centruy A. D. There was also the Linengrad 
Ms. called B. 19a which contains the entire Old Testament and dates about 
1008 A. D. A small fragment known as the Nash Papyrus found in 1902 in 
the Fayum in Egypt, dating from the First century A. D. was the oldest 
known Hebrew Biblical Manuscript. The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
in 1947 has made available an almost complete copy of the book of Isaiah 
dating a 1,000 years earlier than previously known texts, and dating within 
500-700 years of Isaiah's time. These caves, which now number up to 
eleven, have furnished fragments of all books of the Old Testament, except 
Esther, including a text of two chapters of Habakkuk and a Greek manu
script of the Minor Phophets. The oldest known Hebrew fragment dates 
from about 250 B. C. and is of 1 Samuel. These manuscripts are earlier 
than the textual work of the scholDrs who are known as the Hassoretes 
who did their work between 500-900 A.D. to supply the Received Hebrew 
Text which is called the }'iassoretic Text. 
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Equally thrilling manuscript discoveries have contributed to the text
ual study of the N. T. In 1844 Tischendorf visited st. Catherine's monas
tery on the site of Mt. Sinai and by chance found in the waste basket 
leaves of the book noW known as Codex Sinaiticus. His interest in it 
caused the Honks to be unwilling to part with it, bl~t fifteen years later 
he again visited the spot and arranged for the :t-'ls. to be given to the 
Russian Government, who in turn eventually sold it to the British !1useum 
where it now rests. This Ms. has large portions of the O. T. in Greek and 
is one of the great witnesses to the text of the N. T. 

In 1931 Hr. Chester Beatty arranged the purchase of papyrus manu
scripts from Egypt which contain sizeable portions of the Old Testament 
and New Testament considerably older than Vaticanus, Sinaiticus, and 
Alexandrinus. These manuscripts, the Chester Beatty Papyrus, contain the 
oldest known copies of the letters of Paul and date to within 200-300 
years of the time of the original writing. 

Today the oldest known portion of the N.T. is the John Rylands papyrus 
fragment which contains small portions of the 18th chapter of John. This 
fragment dates perhaps as early as 125 A.D., and within 50 years of the time 
of the original writing of that book. Within the last ten years the Bodmer 
library has been publishing papyri in their possession of numerous N. T. 
books. Perhaps the most exciting of them is the copy of John which dates 
about 200 A. D., and is tho oldest known complete N. T. books. 

This is only a small portion of the material that could be brought to 
our attention. The N. T. is the best preserved book of antiquity both in 
the number of manuscripts of which there are about 4,500 and also in the 
nearness to the date of the original composition. f'Iany Greek and Latin 
authors are separated from the first manuscripts by a thousand or fif
teen hundred years. Recently a project has been carried out to microfilm 
the manuscript treasures of the world so that today any serious scholar 
for a nominal price can have access to any rr.anuscript 1,vi thout traveling to 
the out-of-the-way libraries of the worlcl. Efforts are under way to re
evaluate in critical texts all the available material. No other genera
tion has been in a comparable position to ours to judge the validity of 
the text of the Bible. It is widely recognized that these discoveries are 
of such a nature as to establish confidence in the trustworthiness of the 
transmi::osion of the scriptures. 

II. Archaeology and the Language of the Bible: 

The O. T. is writ ten in Hebrow and Aramaic. It is the only ancient 
Hebrevl literature that bas survived. Many of its words occur ohly once 
in a context VJhich makes them exceedingly difficult to define. Archaeo
logy has brought to light many other Semitic languages closely related to 
Hebrew that help to understund the development of Hebrew and to define its 
words. Today Accadian, the language of Babylon, Sumerian--the language 
of ancient Sumer of ",hich Ur W3S a city, Ugaritic, Hurrian, and Arabic 
are making their contritution. 
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lien at one tino s~oke of the ~;.r. r;reek as a language of tl18 
'3pirit. Th<;'rer in his lexicon lids 500 Hords. !'J.t ';Tit;: 

discovery of the Papyri and entirel;-{ nei'l outlook has cone. Ie D(;j.ss
mal1r1 in rcadin;~ the pap~rri b::came convinced that these contained the sarie 
t;'."l;(') of lan::"llago as that of the H.'r .--tl1o.t n.T. iv-as written in the 

Greek--thc cormon language of tl:c day. It not slang languace, 
not litera.:!"J Greek, but by R"'2.d , it is the language of the 

people. concept has rnade itself in il1.Jotus to the 
mult Uude of modern speech translations. The i,.1ea that if the Dible 
was 1,·rr:i_tten in the langt,agc of the ~)cople, the modern man should be able 
to read it in Ilis lanGuage. 

Humerous interestin,,: Hords that are nOH understood from both the O.T. 
and ]\r.T. mic;ht COIne to our attention. T;"lO I~<TV sa,.vs in Josh. 11 :13 that 
the cttiGS of Cannaan stood Ilin their stren;:;th. H 1'JQrd is '.['ell. Today 
it. is ImovlD that a tell is a pOllnd bu:ilt up the accumulated debris of 
the centuries. ~';arliGr peoples thOl' E;ht t:1at those Here natural llills. T;1e 

stood flon tl!.eir r'lounds ll or !len their ." Durhlt; t)le Philistine 
t~le Israelites >Cae. to :-<0 t.o them to their tools sharpened 

13 ~19-22. 'rhe o1;scUre Hord is pim. Older scholars conjGctllred that 
the tines charged the Israelites a "pimll-_a sum of money--to sharpen 
their tools. Older books tell DB th2.t t;")e vrere cave dvrellers. This 
i.s a conjectt~re based on the sj.milarity of sound bl";tv-reen the Hebrew ''lord 
hor 'Hhich r.eans cave am Horite. Tod.!?;,r it j s lmowD that the I'Iorites are the 

lJho had one of their c:i.t:Les at "l'ZU.. ci ty has been excavated 
and :U:.s langnage deci·"hered. Pc kr:oH a great deal a1'out the Hurrians. 

As Jesus spoke of the righteousness of the sermon on 
the Lonnt, he said "t;le:' have received tlleir reuard. 1I The llord apecho vlhjch 
he used is lmovm t.o occur on ma'1Y '''HlY,TUS bills from t'1C NT period. ~ ;hen 
a tJas paid a rnan l:1arked it a:Jccho. in full, cancelled. 

is sa;:,ring that when a man .:1008 Jds before man, t,;,ey 
appl him and :~e h2.5 received alI t;lat js c1ne. God m·res ;L:m no"c.hinc. 

on nuneraus occasions s~)eaks of as an llearnest" of our 
inheri tance. The Hord is frr-rabon. In the Pa;::>yri ue read of a nan purchasing 
a cou ,wives the seller a Sl'll as an arrabon. Some dancins f,irls receive 
a m'r:;. as an arrabon in advance of t,'-lcjr ')erforrl1ance. other ~'lOrds, an 

is uhat vIe call a "binder, 'I 01' II (;arnest money. II is tellinG us 
ue see ::in OlJr lives t:lC 1'e81'.2.1:, of tJlat ui1ich :i.s the 
t,:wn this is our assura1:ce t:,2t Goe: Hill not (~OHn on his 

One of the nost cO!".:non 'ilords f'or the Lord's rckrn 
usc this ,Jere! to describe a state of 

:~npcror 01' an important official to one of the :)rovinces. 
to the Lord's visjt--~~j:::,jarol~s ia. TLe Lord 1001:8 Fa 

to 

ITl. 

It j ,: 

l'12.j or 
are 

uho love hjs ~1arousia (Ui':;n. 1;,1:). 

and l'ib1ical l'ack::rounds: 

the area of Pihbcal ~'C'c;:":rounds that Archaeolo:ry rnak08 its 
;30mcone has 58:' (1 t>2t the C:18,racters of t:1e 

on a Carl'.ac tTL:! cl1 ca.nvaz: needs to be i' 
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out of other materials to complete the picture. As a result of Archaeological 
finds, a completely different attitude toward the Patriarchal age is found in 
the scholarly books of the present generation from that of a former generation. 
The people you read of in the Bible have become living people. The Land 
of Shinar is Sumer where the oldest known civilization was developed. Here 
was Dr with its gigantic Ziggurat which served as a temple tower for a place 
of Worship. From this area came Abraham. The Hittite cities have been un
covered and their literature read. The Amorites and their kingdom Hittani 
of the Euphrates, and their city Mari has disclosed some 20,000 tablets. 
The Aramean cities and culture are known. The excavations of Dgarit have 
revealed the cultural and religious depravity of the Canaanites which was so 
seductive to Israel and against which the prophets continuously raised their 
protests. 

By surface explorations, the site of numerous cities has been discovered. 
It is known that Nabor, Terah, Haran, and many other patriarchal names were 
also names of cities at the period when the Patriarchs are said to have lived. 

People in Nuzu took a secondary wife as Abraham did when the first ,..rife 
proved barren. The custom was regulated by law both here and in the Code of 
Hammurabi. The secondary wife who bore a child could not be driven out. 
It took a vision from God to persuade Abraham to drive Hagar out. A birth
right was sold for three sheep qy one man just as Esau sold his for a mess 
of pottage. A dying blessing has the force of an oral will. A certain 
Tarmiya went before the judges to tell them that his father had left him a 
wife which his brothers disputed. The judges determined that the father 
had made such a statement and executed the blessing accordingly. We recall 
Isaac's blessing upon Jacob. A man endentures hi~elf for a wife as Jacob 
did to Laban. Possession of the household gods determined primogeniture. 
Little wonder that Rachel stole those of Laban for her husband. A couple 
adopt an heir when they are childless. This heir has the obligation to bury 
them and then he inherits their property. We recall that Abraham aeked 
the Lord to accept Eliezer of Damascus as his heir. The Levirate marriage 
is provided for. In Hittite Law even the father could marry the widow. 

About the time of Abraham a certain Egyptian decorated his tomb with 
pictures of Semites coming into Egypt to trade. This tomh--the Beni Hasan 
tomb--with its figures in colorful clothes--gives us some notion of what 
the Israelites might have looked like as they came to Egypt to trade. 
About tl1is period an Egyptian fugitive known as Sinuhe gives a description 
of Palestine which would indeed depict it as a land of milk and honey: nIt 
was a good land ••• Figs were in it and grapes. It had more wine than water. 
Plentiful was its olives •••• There was no limit to any kind of cattle. n 

Considerable light is to be gained concerning the laws of Hoses from 
the five cuneiform law codes that have discovered tbat antedate the 
time of lvioses: The La .. , of Ur N3r.nnu of Ur about 2060B.C., that of Eshnuna; 
th2t of Lipit Ishtarj the Hittite Code, and finally that of Hammurabi who 
lived c. 1725B. C. These codes der~nstrate detailed law at a period prior 
to Noses. Hany interesting comparisons can be made to Israelite Law. The 
Law of Eye for and Tooth for Tooth is seen in the code of Hammurabi and 
in Ex. 21,24, t'>1hereas Eshnuna permitted fines to be paid. The girl raped 
on the mountain is considered innocent in the Hittite code as in Deut. 22 :23-27. 
The owner of a goreing ox is considered responsible by Eshuna and Hammurabi 
as he is in Ex. 21:29, but they permit him to pay money instead of forfeit-
ing his life. Hammurabi has bodily mutilation as punishment for ten crimes, 
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where the Bible has only one (Deut. 25:12). Kidnapping is punishable by 
Hammurabi as by Ex. 21:16. The Ordeal is much more common in Hammurabi's 
Code. 

In the period of the monarchy, Solomon's seaport and copper mines have 
been excavated. His stables at Megiddo have been identified. The cyrus 
Cylinder tells of how Cyrus had a policy of allowing subject peoples to 
return home and rebuild their native places of worship. The Book of Ezra 
tells of [1 decree of Cyrus that permitted the rebuilding of the temple. 
The Elephantine Papyri tells of Deliah and Shelemiah, sons of sanballet, 
governor of Samaria, This character we encounter in the Book of Nehemiah. 

Interesting illumin~tion of the New Testament is to be found in the two 
fragments of inscriptions from the temple of Herod that warn Gentiles 
against proceeding beyond that point, threatening death to the transgressor. 
We recall the New Testament phrase, "the middle wall of partition" which 
christ has broken down, and the Jew thought that Trophimust a Greek had 
been taken into the temple by Paul. A papyrus tells of a man going to the 
table of "My Lord Seraphis." We think of Paul's statement that you cannot 
eat at the table of the Lord and the table of demons (1 Cor. 10:21). 
Kurois was a term used for Caesar, but also used for the Mystery religion 
gods. Paul tells us that there are gods many and lords many in the world, 
but for us there is one God and one Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 
On the walls of Pompei someone has scribbled: " love a girl whose 

number is 545." He likely was taking the letters of the alphabet as 
numerals in what is known as gematria. This is likely how the writer 
of the Book of Revelation intended the reader to take the number 666. 
From the city of Pergamum comes an alter to an Unknown God which re
minds us of Paul's text in his address to the Athenians. Numerous 
lamps from the Roman period have been found which are no larger than 
a small fruit-jar lid, and at times not that large. Little wonder that 
these burned out while the virgins awaited the coming of the bridegroom. 
Coins from the New Testament period show us wh3t the denarius was, which 
men agreed to work for in the parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard. 
Here we see Caesar's image and superscription which the Lord called 
attention to. 

Archaeology has done great service to the Biblical student in furnish. 
ing a Chronology to which events may be attached. No consistent era was 
developed by the Jewish people. The Assyrians and Egyptians had attempts 
at such systems. When it can be demonstrated that an event in Jewish 
history corresponds with a particular year in Assyrian history, then a 
fixed point is established from which to calculate other Biblical events. 

IV. Bible Events and characters 

Numerous Biblical events and charactprs are mentioned on the monuments. 
The period of the divided kingdom is dominated by the westward expanse of 
Assyria. In 853 B. C., Shelarnanser III ~t a coalition of western kings at 
Qarqar on the orantes River. He left .3. record of the kings nnd their forces. 
Second in the list is "Ahab the Israelite" with 2,000 chariots and 10,000 
infantry. This is the first mention of a Biblical figure in the Assyrian 
records. This snme Israelite king with his predecessor Qmri are mentioned 
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on the f10abite Stone, Hhich is the one survlVlng record of the Ivioabite King
dom. Shalmaneser also left behind a monument which is known as the Black 
Obelisk. Upon it is a picture of Jehu who has come to pay his tribute. -je 

see him kneeling before the Assyrian. The text reads, "Tribute of Jehu; 
son Of Omri. 1I This is the only artistic representation of an Old Testament 
figure known to exist. 

Isaiah 20 tells of an invasion of Sargon. No ancient literary source 
other than Isaiah knows of Gargon. His existence was once doubted. -But 
in lI:~43 Emil Botta discovered the palace of Sargon at Khorsabad with its 
thousands of feet of inscribed walls. On these he claims to have captured 
the city of Samaria and to have exiled its people. Not only this, but he 
also describes the very revolt that Isaiah discusses. Today, Sargon is 
one of the best known Assyrian Kings. 

Hezekiah's reign saw the invasion of Sennacherib that ended in calamity 
for his army. Sennacherib has left behind an artistic representation of 
his seige of Lachich from which place he sent his demand for Hezekiah's sur
render. He ~laims on the record found on the Taylor Pri~n to have taken 46 
of Hezekiah I s walled cities and to have shut up Hezekiah in J erusaleHl like 
a bird in a cage. Hezekiah, in preparation for this seige, dug a tunnel 
from a pool outside the city to bring water to the pool of Saloam. The 
workmen worked from each end and met each other under ground. The tunnel 
is IISII shaped and averages higher than a man. An inscription has been 
found at the meeting place, describing the construction of the tunnel. 
Herodach Baladan, King of Babylon sent messengers froLl Babylon, perhaps to 
incite Hezekiah to revolt. Isaiah took a very dirn view of Hezekiah 1 s friend
ship to Herodach Baladan, and threatened him 1rlith Babylonian exile. This 
king is depicted on the Monuments. 

During the last days of the Jewish State, the Jewish people were tribu
taries to the Babylonians. Nebuchadnezzar has left a record of his campaign 
against J ehoiachin which brought the exile of 597. From this record, we 
learn that Jerusalem fell March 15-16, 597. During this last period, 
Jeremiah was active as a prophet. In the excavation of the city of Lachish, 
21 inscribed pieces of pottery, known as the "Lachish Letters, 11 give a 
correspondence between comnanders of Judean outpost, Lachish and Azekan, 
whj_ch <,re mentioned as the only surviving cities at one stage in the book 
of Jeremiah. Smoke signals used to convey messages; one who IIweakens the 
hands of the people ll are mentioned. These phrases are used in Jeremiah. 

Turning to the New Testa.rnent, we also gain interesting information, 
particularly in connection with the book of Acts. An inscription from 
Delphi informs us that Gallic became proconsul of Achaia about the year 
51 A.D. which gives us a fixed date in the life of Paul fron which to 
calculate other events. Excavation of the city of Corinth has brought 
to light the judgment seat of Galio. There is an inscription of a 
"synagogue of the Hebrews," though it likely dates later than the New 
Testament period, it reminds one that Paul preached in a synagogue there. 
The Heat Harket has been discovered "ith one stall marked "Lucius the 
Butcher." Paul uses a Latin term in his Corinthian correspondence 
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Macel~rum (1 Cor. 10:25) which turns up in the excavation. An inscription 
tells of a certain Erastus who has laid pavement. We recognize this 
Biblical name as the city treasurer (Rom 16:23). 

The excavation of Ephesus has revealed the theater where the riot 
against Paul took place. The foundations of the temple of Diana have been 
found. Inscriptions talk about silver images. The ministers of the 
temple were "Elders." Town officials were called "Asiarchs" (Acts 19:21); 
"Town clerks" (10 :35); and the city as the "temple keeperll have been 
revealed. The tcr:.'l assembly was a common formula used in popular 
devotions. 

The writer of the book of Acts calls the magistrates 1n the city of 
Thessalocica "Poli tarchs. II No ancient 11 terature used this term, but 
today there are known 19 inscriptions in which the term occurs, and five 
of these refer to the city of Thessalonica. Where Luke can be checked 
his information and usage is accurate. 

To summarize this section, there are at least twenty-one foreign 
kings whose names occur in the Old Testament which are also mown from 
the monuments. .Hz'·e than a dozen Jewish royal figures are known from 
Monuments and seals. The New Testament would add about twenty-two more 
names to the combined '':,vtal, and these figures do not claim to be 
exhaustive. 

CONCLUSION: 

The advantage of a topic of this sort is that it is like a freight 
train. The caboose can be hitched on anywhere. and it is about time to 
do just that. One needs to bf;,. .:are of the type of gullibility in 
Archaeology that fostered. the cult of relics both of times gone by and 
Catholic circles today. For example, the search for Peter's bones. He 
~eeds to keep up to date. Opinions of what the remains of the past do 
mean do change. It is to be hoped. that this survey has been a stimulus 
to your faith in the individual reading in this important area. 
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Tr-tE GR"'fl. T'5T LOSS TO TLTB (j'1URC:'~ If; TIF 2OTr-t C-;::NTURY 

Kenneth Reed 

I would first of all like to express my gratitude to the Lectureship 
Committee of Freed-Hardeman College for the privilege and honor of par
ticipating in their 1961 lectureship series, in which the thoughts in
cluded in this tract were first presented. 

Since graduating from Freed-Bardeman College and Abilene Christian 
College it has been my privilege to work closely with hundreds of Christian 
young people h'ho have been attending the University of Alabama. I be
lieve I know something of the problem these young Christians face at an 
extre~ely crucial point in their lives, and of the effect it is having 
on them as individua 15 and on the church as a l'[hole. 

l,Je face a problem now as serious as any in the history of the church. 
f1.n attitude of indifference to the existence of the problem in the churches 
of Christ in general has contributed to what is probably the greatest loss 
to the cl~urch in the 20th century. I am grateful for whatever distribution 
can be give to these thoughts in the hope that creating an awareness of the 
problem may in some measure contribute to a solution to it. Only a fe •• 
people in the church are aware of the existence of the problem, despite 
the fact that it becomes more far-reaching every year. 

T!fuat one thing constitutes the greatest loss to the church in the 20th 
century? I am talking about the loss of thousands of young people who have 
their faith shipwrecked eve~f year in our state colleges and universities. 
The problem can be precisely defined: For reasons we will discuss at 
length, many of our young people are unable to cope with the sophisticated, 
materialistic ideologies that prevail in the academic communities in which 
many find themselves upon graduation from high school. 

Our Christian colleges have, since thei~ establishment, recognized 
th';t man needs instruction not only in the material realm, but also instruc
tion of comparable quality in the spiritual realm. l,re all believe that 
Christian truth is intellectually res~ectable, and that it is necessary for 
the full development of a happy, comnlete and satisfying life. The church 
in most places, through its educational program is making an earnest effort 
to establish this truth in the hearts 2nd minds of our \Toung people; and 
this "lork is being comrlimented by the religious training offered in our 
Christian colleges. 

Hefretably, hmvever, the insnirincr Hork done by our Shrisitan colleges 
touches only a minority of our Christian youth. The following facts make 
this 1ioint clear: Tn 1900, lout of 25 high school graduates 1-lent to 
cl)llege; in 1910, lout of 12 \-Jas the l"?tio. 'Phis ;rear th? percentage is 1 
ant of 3 and in leSE than 10 years it \Till be lout of 2, or 50"', in college. 
It is reasonahle to aSSllme then, that presently one-third of our Shristian 
young people attend college. ~ut the si<ry1ificant fact is only 10(, of our 
young T:'eoT"le Hho!SO to college?!'e in 8hristian r-oller:>;es, the remaining 90~ 
are in state col18ges and universities. Jud9;in:! from extensive personal 
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observation, and from talking with others who have had occasion to ob~ 
serve this problem first-hand, I believe the church is losing most of these 
young Christians. 

In all fairness, however, it should be pOinted out just here that 
many of our young people are lost before they get out of high school. 
Brother Frank J. Dunn in The Christian Bible Teacher, August, 1958, said, 
"Churches of Christ are losing at least half the children from their Bible 
classes by the time they are 19 years of age. In every congregation, 
classes that numbered 15 or 20 in the primary grades 10 years ago do well 
to have 4 or 5 left by the time they are seniors in high school." If this 
trend carries over to apply to college freshmen, then should we be sur
prised to find it difficult to get students to be faithful in college, when 
all the distracting influences on a college campus are considered? 

Then, too, many students have such a shallow inherited concept of 
Christianity, due to poor teaching at home, that they shed their cloak of 
righteousness the instant they near the campus. We are amazed at the 
large number who scarcely darken the door of the church building when they 
arrive as freshmen at the State university in our city. It is doubtful that 
real conviction, developed through childhood, could be overthrown in the 
first few weeks of school. For many religion is only a church-going habit, 
which is performed duti£ully while under parental supervision with little 
conscious benefit from a spiritual standpoint. What we need first of all 
is a rejuvenation of awareness at the grassroots--an awareness of real 
Christianity in the home and at the local church level. 

WHY DO STUDENTS ENROLL AT STATE SCHOOLS? 

Every time I speak to a group of people in an effort to interest them 
in our work, I stress the value of an edupation in one of our Christian 
schools. We do not recommend that our young people attend any state school, 
but many will come, and in ~ny cases for justifiable reasons, and we do 
our best to keep them faithful, or make them stronger in their faith. 

Often I am asked, ''':..Jhy do Christ ian young people attend a state uni~ 
versity?" The reasons of course are varied. One of the first reasons is 
financial consideration. Even though most of us believe Christian educa. 
tion pays rather than costs, many have not been convinced of this fact. 
One factor is distance and convenience. Then. sometimes families are 
divided religiously and it is objectionable to one parent ~o send the child 
to a Christian school. Scholarships offered to exceptional students is a 
big inducement. Advance studies in the fields of law, medicine, denistry, 
architecture and engineering, and docroral studies in all fields, are 
available only at state universities. Most of the big state schools are 
stQeped in tradition and have reputations for academic excellence in cer
tain fields. For example, the graduates of the University of Alabama 
School of Commerce usually h2ve positions waiting for them upon gradua
tion, while the graduates of less well known institution do not. ~..Je 

have some of the reasons why they come, and now that they are here, why 
this tragic loss of faith? 

WHY THIS TRAGIC LOSS? 

Indifference 
First of all, I believe much of it is due to an attitude of indifference 

I mentioned earlier in this article. I have found indifference on the 
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part of older members of the church. and I have even found parents com
placent. They too often have the mistaken idea that their son or daughter 
is too wellgrounded, or too good. to .be affected. and so they aren't 
worried. This may be a natural feeling. but it isn't realistic. One 
student told me only this past semester, '~y parents told me, 'You won't 
have any trouble with those modernistic professors--you have a good back
ground--wetre not worried about you." Let me tell you something, they 
shook me to my bootstraps! And if I hadn't received some help I might not 
be here talking to you today! It 

We are constantly amazed at the little concern evidenced on the part 
of the parents. We rarely receive a latter of inquiry expressing concern 
over the spiritual welfare of a son or daughter at the University. If you 
ever send your son ordaughter to school, whether to a State SChool, or a 
Christian college, do not fail to inquire of the preacher or the elders of 
the congregation he attends as to his spiritual life. 

Congregations in a city where a state university are located usually 
assume an indifferent attitude. as well. They, of course, welcome the stu
dents as visitors, but many times nothing is done to involve them in church 
work. No concentrated effort is made to help them with their spiritual 
problems. Some progress can be seen during the past 10 years, especially 
in the state of Texas; however, work in this area has not even been begun 
in the vast majority of cases. 

Damage to Faith 
Sometimes the loss of our young people is due to basic conflicts 

which develop between the student's religious faith and his knowledge in 
other areas. After studying science, philosophy, psychology, and related 
subjects. some develop a feeling that their faith will not stand the 
glaring searchlight of investigatf.on. This is not true. but he may be
lieve it to be so, and become miserable, tormented with doubt. 

At some time or another all of us must come to grips with this pro
blem. Most of us solve it with no daTh8geto our faith. Usually it comes 
to people when they enter college. Suddenly their faith is challenged! 
The struggle begins and a conflict between faith and unbelief continues 
until many times our Christian young people lose their faith before they 
reach enough maturity to stand on their own feet and truly think for them
selves. I would like to say that while the problem is more apparent in 
state universities, a number of our young people in Christian colleges 
have their doubts, too. One girl I heard about almost lost her faith 
while attending a Christian college--not because she couldn't get help, 
but because she suppressed her doubts. She finally admitted that she was 
afraid to think about it for fear she might become an unbeliever. Her 
case, I am sure, is not unique. 

Some people say, in essence, nI do not want to listen to what some 
scientist says. I believe the Bible, but if you start troubling me with 
arguments, my strong faith might weaken." This might be the course taken 
by some, but the college student cannot escape involvement. He is taught 
to think about everything--to question--to a~~lyze, and to compare. He is 
also subjected to a relentless pressure to conform to the thinking of the 
majority, and failure to do so sometimes results in sti·gmatism. 
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One who lives an abundant life will have problems, including some 
doubts from time to time, but he is pot afraid to think. \Jhen a doubt 
arises, he alerts himself and begins looking for an answer. On the other 
hand, one who suppresses his doubts lives a life of uneasiness and he 
finds no ans,vers because he looks for none. Let's not be afrs3d to trust 
God to help us find an ans' fer when we ask a question. 

Jesus said, 11. • • and thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and vlith all thy soul, and \vith all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength." (Ek. 12: 30) The Lord wants us to study. IIStudy to show thy
self approved unto God, ••• " (IITim. 2:15) liAs newborn babes, long for 
the spiritual milk which is without guile, that ye may grml thereby unto 
salvation." He are then to press on to deeper insights. "For everyone 
tha t pa.rtakes of milk is without experience of the word of righteousness; 
for he is a babe. But solid food is for fullgrmm men, even those who by 
reason of use have their senses exercised tv discern good and evil." 
(Heb. 5:13, 14) 

Much of our trouble lies in the fact tha+ we study science, philosophy, 
mathematics, and eve~Jthing else in the spec~ .~A of human learning, and 
develop our intellect in these areas, v,hile at the same time we neglect 
to study the Bible and in so doing ste.rve the spiritual man. T:[e become 
ashamed of our faith! 

In our institutions of higher learning a great emphCl.sis is being 
placed on truth in the material realm. Higher education claims as its 
chief purpose the search for truth, yet a great many secular educators 
overlook the fact that there is tr"', to be discovered in the spiritual 
realm as well as in the material v>'t>_ .... d of things. Hilliam A. Spurrier 
points to this by stating: "For some odd set of reasons, modern man seems 
to equate faith vvith ignorance. Students still like to argue the propo
sition: Should one have faith or not have faith? And a surprisingly 
large nuober of people believe the latter position to be the easier one 
to defend because (according to them) it is obviously the most correct 
90sition 1 In our age, people seem to think that science deals with facts, 
philosophy vvith guesswork, and theology with things that aren't true." 

Many professors on the campuses of our state universities are quite 
skilled in getting this idea across to their students. They say, in 
essence, "You can believe those myths and fables if you want to, but it's 
a bit oldfashioned in 1961, don't you think?" In other w:>rds, "It's a 
free country --be an ignoramus if you wish to, but if you want to join 
the intellectuals, then get rid of those childish concepts of God, mira
cles, and the inspiration of the Bible, and come follow us l" 

Put yourself for a moment in the place of a Christian student sub
jected to this type of IIbrainwashing" while all the time he knows that 
the claims and demands of Christ are total. He cannot believe in God, 
Christ, and His word in part. He cannot, according to Christ's own 
statements, believe with certain mental reservations. What he is called 
upon to believe in the Bible is the whole truth or it is nothing! 
According to his past teaching, he knows that his eternal salvation is 
dependent upon the wholeheartedness of his devotion. 
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50. there he stands, t0rn between two alternatives--two warring fac
tions which, from all outward appearances, cannot exist preceably side by 
side. Hour afte,r hour', day after day,and .in thousands of qases, year by 
year, the conflict continues until he wearieS of the 'struggle and in despera
t ion disregards his fundamental reI igious bel iefs and turns to 'lscience" 
or "philosophy" as hl s god. 

Worldliness Contributes to the Loss 
It is no secret to you that worldliness takes its toll among out young 

people. On the campus of the average state university can be found about 
every form of ungo·d,iness imaginable. Our young people are subjected to 
every conceiveable f·Jrm of temptation, I:egardless of whether they 1 ive in a 
fraternity or sorori:y house, or in one of the riormitories, or even in their 
own hoaes. Most par2nts would be shocked beyond belief at what goes on, 
for (example, in a typical fraternity house. Several of our Christian young 
men h~ve joined such an organization, and after having learned for them
selves, have given it up. There are many more TNho do not give it up. I 
am depending on some of those who have for my information. 

Recently, one of our boys described in a private conversation a 
typical weekend "blast, OJ The part icular fraternity house he described is 
a $175,000 manSion, noe unlike those on the campus of any state university. 
It has a ballroom, day parlors with doors that lock only from the inside, 
and a huge bar wi tr\ a plush lounge in the basement, 1 ighted only wi th 
colored 1 ights abo'jt the size of Christmas-tree bulbs. In this den of 
iniquity the students gather in masse, Over in one corner is a dance band, 
plenty of free liquor~ with everyone drinking freely. DanCing goes on way 
into the night. As a part of the entertainment at one party, he said, a 
little Spanish exchange student did some interpretive dancing with a 
strip tease for the final number. 

The Third floor of one fraternity house, the location of which shall 
be nameless since it is also typical, is the living quarters for the boys-
and it is always off 1 imi ts for the house mother, by the way! He said 
every now and then a couple could be seen going up to the third floor. 
Where is the housemother? Back in her quarters--or sometimes the boys 
send her off to the picture show. After the "party" the boys usually 
gather for a "bull session': to discuss the conquests of the evening. 

You ask, "Are a.ll young people exposed to such things?" The answer 
is "Yes! Thousands in this country are:" Some come to school with a new 
car, ~n unlimited bank account, and no parental control--just strictly 
for a good time. There is no doubt about the eventual outcome of such a 
life f.Jr such a person. He will sm'] his wild oats, and eventually he will 
reap wild oats. He will sow the wind, and sooner or later reap the whirl
wind; Maybe you expect this from a worldly boy from a worldly family, but 
often a perfectly good Christian boy, from a vastly different environment, 
becomes involved and is swept into this web. Immoral sexual activity, 
drinking, worldliness--these are not his nature! He wants "inn for pres
tige; he wants to be a campus leadero Campus government is almost always 
contr':Jlled by those who belong t8 these soci.)l organizations. Perhaps 
in high school this Christian boy WQS president of the student body, or 
class president,:.>r editor of the school paper, and it is his wish to con
tinue in this type ':.>f leadership, but, as I have already emphasized, be
fore he realizes it, he is caught up in the web. A breakdown of some sort 
is forecast if this continues over an extended period. Even his attend
ance 3t a wild p<lrty, th:Jugh he may not be an active participant, is 
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enough to defile his conscience. He becomes uncomfort3ble in the company 
of church people-- a habit of avoiding services is soon formed. 

One of our Christian girls joined a sorority this past year, and then 
told another girl t "Now, just get me some dates! l' No qual ifications: 
just get me dates. Of course, this may have been her attitude before she 
joined the sorority, but again she is sowing the wind and she is promised 
the whirlwind for the harvest'. 

On the other hand, sometimes a good Christian girl with more quali
fications in her choice of companions ffi3y be swept into the tide of conform
ity. She wants to be popular, learn the social graces, 3nd be associated 
with the elite. She comes from a good, prosperous family, she has pre
pared a fine wardrobe, she has beauty, or brains, or both, and so she is 
accepted in the "inner circle." Then comes the pressure to drink, smoke, 
and dance--one step leads to another, and in many cases she drifts away 
completely. There are exceptions to this--but they are a precious few! 

A student is not free from the influence of worldliness in a dormi
tory, either. I have had girls tell me about roommates who kept whisky in 
the room, and who would come in after a date, dead drunk, and vomit all 
over the place. 

On several occasions, I have had boys tell me of ways girls were 
smuggled into the dormitories--one in a laundry bay up to the third floor 
where more than 20 bJys committed fornication with her in one night. 

I could go on and vne, but this is enough for you to get the picture, 
and see why I said worldliness takes its toll: Many ~re not prepared to 
f3ce the temptat ions, and so they become 'lone of the crowd." Let's 
remind ourselves of the admonition to "restore such a one, in the spirit 
of gentleness; looking to thyself, lest thou also be tempted." Gal. 6:1 

By this time you are all saying to Y::.Jurselves, "Do something! Can't 
you do something?" Yes, we can, 3.nd it's about time: 

WHAT CAN WE DO? 

As Individuals 
Wh,3t can we do, as older, stronger, members of the church? First 

of all, individual members of the church C3n establish a student center 
program. Ten years ago at the University of Alabama one boy said, "The 
only time I see another Christian is during the few minutes after services 
on Sunday m(.Jrning." At that time fewer than 10% who gave the church of 
Christ as their preference to the University were faithful to attend even 
that one service. 

r~ith this problem in mind, we have tried to get out own students to
gether each day through the week so they will not be robbed of the real 
joy of Christian fellowship. \,Jhen they meet each::tfternoC:Jn or evening at 
the Student Center for fellowship, it draws them closer together and 
strengthens the bonds of Christian love. 

We realize that there are many problems connected with recreation. 
It is my conviction thc.t recre'ltion should not be supported out of the 
church budget. A few years ago I wrote to most of the men who are connected 
wi th prC)gr'lms simi lar to ours in Tusc3lcY)se throughout the brotherhood, and 
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with only one or two exceptions they felt as I did. The work done in a 
"Bible Chair" program is the church at work, teaching God's word. Recrea
tion, on the other hand, can be handled in this type of work just as we 
would in any function where Christians meet together, such as a Bible class, 
or Vacation Bible School picnic, a men's outing, or "dinner on the ground" 
as we say here in the south. It has been our practice to finance these 
activities individually. The most common procedure is for the students 
to "chip in" a quarter or fifty cents and meet their own expenses. Some
times the ladies of the church will furnish refreshments. Some groups 
have a student committee to plan all social functions. Perhaps this gives 
them a valuable feeling of being needed, wanted, and important, and let us 
never forget that they are! 

What do these young people do for fun? They plan parties, go on 
hikes, and hay rides, out-of-town trips to places of interest, meet in 
the homes of older members of the church to viSit, play games, sing~ play 
ping-pong, volley ball, soft ball, and other team games. In the spring the 
undergraduates have a banquet honoring the graduating seniors. Again, 
they pay for this themselves, and have a delightful time, long to be re
membered. 

What values are found in such activities? All work and no play does 
indeed make a dull boy! It gives a re-creation of the outer as well as the 
inner man; a happier group with which to work, a knowledge and better appre
ciation of each other ( we cannot appreciate a fellow christian whom we 
do not know). When young people are actively associate with fellow christ
ians, they aren't interested in pool halls, wild parties and so forth, and 
do not engage in sinful dissipation. 

Feeling that he is a part of a group brings out the very best in 
individuals. Everjone participates and no one is discriminated against. 
Participation in these activities gives the local minister or Bible Chair 
instructor an opportunity to know his students better. The ties of love 
and mutual appreciation are strengthened. Students come to trust and 
regard their teacher as a friend through these informal contacts. 

They bring friends who are not members of the church to informal 
gatherings, and because of this wholesome relationship it becomes easier 
to get these people into Bible classes, to attend chapel, or the services 
on the Lord's Day, and some of them are consequently converted. 

Christian boys and girls meet and learn to love each other. Life
time friendships are fJrmed, and some of them marry and establish Christ
ian homes. This one thing is worth every cent of the price. 

The student center program is, admittedly, of secJndary importance 
to teaching and worship; however, it becomes a vital part of any young 
person's life and certainly has its place in the development of a 
Christian person~lity. The total person is intellectual, phYSical, spirit
ual and social. ~-le re3d that ::mr Lord "advanced in wisdom and stature and 
in favor with God 3nd man. u Concentration on the development of one part 
to') the exclusi::m of the other parts results in the formation of an 
"unbalanced" individual, rather than a "well-roundedu one. 
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Our Ultimate Aim 
Our ultirrote aim is to establish as much of the "Christian-college 

atmosphere" as possible adjacent to the state university. We want to help 
our boys and girls to remain faithful and to follow in the footsteps of 
Christ, growing in wisdom and stature and in favor with God and man, and 
then after four or five years in college to return to their respective 
communities, or to their new positions in life, as strong, faithful, 
happy Christians instead of derelicts whose faith has been shipwrecked by 
false teaching and evil companionship, and who h~ve become disillusioned 
and bitter. 

We have found no cause for alarm in those college students who faith
fully attend worship services, and who ~re found associating with fellow
christians in their fr~e time. These people will win whatever battles 
youth gives them to fight, and they will leave college and go their re
spective ways, and will amount to something for the cause of christ. 

Having discussed what the individual can do, we come to the next 
logical question. 

What Can the Church Do? 
The church in most places must first become aware of its responsi

bility in providing for th2 speci:1l needs of these youn.:s people, and live 
up to those responsibilities. In m~st cases the church either does not 
exist near the campus of the st:1te colleges or it does not have an eye on 
the student with the proper Concern for his spiritual welfare. 

Not all churches ignore the problem. In some there has begun to be 
an awakening of the potential in our youth, and the tragedy of the loss of 
so many ot them. At the same time, several state colleges are recognizing 
the work done by the church in a "Bible Chair" arrangement, and are giving 
credit for the work done in these Bible classes. This is a rare and won
derful opportunity. But even where such an arrangement is not possible, 
usually non-credit cl:1sses can be and should be taught on the S:1me level 
as those found in our Christian colleges. These Bible courses must meet 
the specific needs of college students--must provide answers for those 
who are asking questions. Jesus said, as he quoted the prophet Isala.1v., 
"And they shall all be taught of God." It is impossible to do too much 
teaching. 

Let me outline our activities at the university Avenue church of 
Christ as an example--and I will be the first to admit our program is not 
perfect. 

During the week several of the active students, together with resi
dent members, calIon unfaithful members. This gives mutual inspiration. 
Student-conducted devotional programs feature local Jnd guest speakers, 
prayers .::md singing; Bible subjects and problems peculiar to young people 
are discussed. 

For several years now tw~ classes h8ve been offered each semester by the 
church, for which the University extends college credit. The classes arc 
::tlways well o.ttended with an average of 40 in each CV1SS, including many 
from denominnt ions :md m:my whc h:::ve no part icul::r reI igious convict ions. 
The courses include the "Lifecmd Teachings elf Christ," "John, the Gospel 
of Bel ief ," :lnd the "Life .:.lnd Teach in;s of Peter." Those who enroll ex
pecting it to be "easy" are disClpp,)inted. If they P.::lSS thE: course they are 
quite f:1miliar with the mc-;teri&ls included in the course. 
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couaeeling service is available at all times. Any religious or per
son~l problem, be it large or smell, may be discussed with one of the elders, 
the minister, or one of the teachers. 

The church also maintains a good religious library, which we feel is 
alwQys a necessity. It is well stocked with commentaries, reference books, 
book. on church history, Christian eVidences, Biblical biographies, debates, 
and many others. The library is open anytime during the day and in the 
evening. The peace and quiet makes it an ideal place to study. 

At the present time, with these services and activities and accomplish
ments I have outlined to you, I can honestly say we have done what we could 
with what we had. It is not enough. 

We are constantly frustrated by the opportunities that go unexplored. 
Each of us engaged in the work needs to be at least three people. Solomon 
said, "For lack of vision the people perish," and if something I have said 
has helped you catch a vision of the v3lue of these beautiful, young, 
impressionable babes in Christ, and of the tragedy of their loss to the 
church and to the world, so sadly seeking the leadership of good people, 
then ~ time, and yours, has baen well-spent. 
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DIVIDBNDS OF PRAY3R 

Hulen L. Jackson 

INTRODU eTION: 
Quote caref'ully thG followine scriptures: Hark 11;24; 
Luke 11:9; John lL~!13-lL~ and John 15~7; 1 John 3:21-22; 
and James 5:16. 2mphasize that they all teach that it 
pays to pray. l'Ie receive that for l-!: ieh l,-Je ask. God 
answers prayers of HiS ,[,caple. He is able to give 
abundantly ahove all that we ask or tl:ink and knows 
what t~e need before \-w ask yet lio commands us to ask. 

1. Skepticism tod8y about dividends of prayer: 

There is much of it today even in the church. Many 
doubt they have ever received anythinG in answer to 
prayer. 
It is difficult for some to believe that God does 
answer my personal prayers since He doesnlt work 
miracles today. HO\J does He do it? ThEfwonder end 
then doubt. 
Such an attitude is result of a lack of faith. 
lie must believe that God 1. can answer and 2. will 
answer our prayers. 
Such skepticism could not be because 1. the Bib~ 
says little about prayer or 2. that it's teachings 
about prayer and the dividends of prayer are ambiguous. 

2. Hhat are some of the dlvidends of prayer? Does it pay 
today to pray? 

A. BleSSings secured only by and through prayer. 

8ph. 3:20; Matt. 6~8; Matt. 7:11. 
Did not Jesus teach us to pray for our daily 
bread? Matt. 6:11. 
Paul taught that God will provide our every 
need. Phil. 4:19. 
study John1s prayer r ius. 3John 2. It is 
three-fold: 
(1) material prosperity 
(2) physical wellbeing and 
(3) spiritual dev opment. 
Surely John bel ved in dividends of prayer for 
him to pray such a prayer for Galus. 

B. It incl"eases my faIth when I regularly pray. 

1.>10 3re not thinking of public prayinc; but pri vate 
secret prayers. f'Iatt. 6:5-6. 
Such pl"aying is a demonstration or exercise of my 
1'8 i th. 
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';1hen we makc a st of another person and he grants 
the favor, such Ids our faith in hlm. .For God 
to grant our petitions will increase our confidence 
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B. in Him. Such Christians 1;Jalk and live by faith; 
Their faith needs to grow. By prayer it will. 
Faith does not come in answer to prayer but it 
Grows throu8h prayer. 

c. Prayer often becomes a test of my faith. 

If Thy will and not mine be done" has to be my 
attitude when I pray always. 
Many times God withholds from me what I request for 
several reasons. I must confidently believe that He 
always knows best. For me to pray earnestly and 
repeatedly and yet not receive the blessings 
requested--this is a test or proving of my faith. 

D. Prayer keeps me humble and conscious of my dependance 
upon God. 

A hypocrite might sing and even pray audibly in an 
assembly because others can see and hear; but a 
hypocrite will not shut the door and pray in his 
closet in secret. He is afraid to thus face God. 
Or, the man who thinks of himself more highly than 
he OUGht to think ltJill not thus pray. He doesn't 
feel that he needs God. 
Private r:ersonal prayinc; does keep a man humble and 
constantly reminds him that he is dependant upon God. 
Some one has said: ilprayer is an acknowledgment of 
my own insufficiency and of Godls all sufflciency." 
If prayer paid only this dividend it would still 
pay to pray. 

J!:. It helps anyone to know that another is praying 
for him. 

Think how many times your soul has been refreshed 
when some friend or brother said he was praying 
for you. Paul asked the c hurc hes to pray for him. 
He mus t have fe It it would help him. For rre to be 
conscious that he is prayi~g for me will cause me 
to try a little harder. Our prayers are mutually 
beneficial. lJe can in this wa! lighten the load 
of a brother. 

F. Think of the joy and satisfaction of talking w;ith 
one we love. 

Any mother or dad with a child away from home knows 
what this joy is. Recall the happiness of the parents 
in talking for but three minutes on the telephone 
with the boy in service or maybe overseas. 
Any ChristiDn loving God is thrilled to be privileged 
to talk 1rJith Him. Consider tho joy of heart and 
contentment of soul derived from your moments with C6d. 
Truly it pays to pr~3y every day. 



CLOSING: 

Antaeus, the mytholocical r;iant of Greek mythology, was 
a son of the e~rth and had to touch the eDrth every few 
minutes to renew his strength. ~hen he touched the 
earth he became twice as strong. No one could at 
him for this reaGon. Heracles finally was able to de
feat him bV holdins him up off the earth and not allow
ine him to touch it. He broke the paint of contact 
between him ond his source of strength. 
The devil can ~ot defeat any Christian unless he can 
persuade him to Quit praying and thus break this contact 
betHeen him and God:-the source of his strength. 

!!Pray in the morning, Pray at the Noontime, 
Pray in the evening, pray anytime. 
Pray when you're hap~y, Pray when in sorrow, 
Pray when you fre tempted, pray all the time. tI 
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THE CHURCH--tIHAT IT }iEANS TO CHRIST 
Matthew 16:13-20 

E. R. Harper 

In Matthew 16:18 Christ promised to "build His church and the gates of 
Hell shall not prevail against it. II 

1. May I ask this question concerning the Church. IVhat is there to 
the Church? 'Nha t can there be to the Church tha t \<JQuld cause the Lord 
to do for it what He has for the Church to give it to man? Could it be 
a "nonessential institution II seeing what it means to the Lord? 
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2. This lesson is prepared to show to men that they can't be saved 
out of the Church the Lord built. It is not to hurt the feelings of the 
m.st sensitive heart but somewhere we must drive down ou rJacob's Staff 
and start the line of truth straight or soon our children will know 
nothing of God. 

3. STUDY THESE I~LUSTRATIONS--THESE EXAMPLES. 

A. ITS FOUNDATION: l/'jby would the wrd take 4000 years to lay a 
f~undation if all He intended to erect upon it was a nonessential church? 
In Isaiah 28:16, we find God is laying for a foundation a IIstone that 
is tried. 1I In 1 Corinthians 3:11, we find that foundation is Christ. 
This began in the Garden of Eden, Genesis 3:15. Put together Genesis 
3:15, Isaiah 28:16; Galatians 3:16, and 1 Corinthians and Christ is the 
foundation. 

B. In l-~atthew 16:18, I ask this question, ·tJhy would the Lord defy 
the gates of Hell to give to the world a nonessential institution? What 
is there--what could there be to a church that would cause the Lord to 
defy the gates of Hell to' give it t~ the world? What could it mean to 
Him? It must have been dear to His heart. 

4. In Acts 20:28 Christ b.ught the Church with His own blood. I ask 
you, what could there have been to' fhe Church? What could it have meant 
to' the Lord to cause Him to purchase it \<li th the price ('If His own pre
cious blood? Did He shed this blood for a nonessential church? F.r an 
institution that man is as safe out of it as if he were a part of it? 
One thing is certain, if we become a part of it; if we remain faithful 
to Him; \-1e remain in the grace of the L.rd for it is His at the purchase 
price .f His mom life I s blood. 

5. In Ephesians 5: 25, Paul says, IIHusbands love your \olives, even as 
Christ also loved the Church and GAVE Hn1SLEF FOR IT." I ask again, wbat 
could there have been to the Church? 'Nhat could it have meant to Christ 
that would cause Him to die on a Roman Cross that the \Olorld might have 
such a glorious institutiO.n? Could it be that He would do all this for 
a nonessential institution? One that man was just as safe out of it as 
if a part of it? If so, then why die for it? wny give His blood for it? 

I have but one son. ~ben I let you take him and crucify him, my 
having the poNer to free him, as did the Father \·lith his Son, when that 
son never harmed you but ever,y day of His life tried to befriend you, 
you better believe that I think your life, your freedom, that for which 
he is dying to help you, is \Olorth more than the life of my boy. God 
let them crucify His Son on a Roman Cross for the sins of the world . 
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that He might bring into this world the Church. His Son gave himself 
for this church; bought it with His own blood. 'ile better believe that 
God and Christ thought the Church worth more than the life of this Son, 
that you and I might live beyond the grave in the presence of God. Do 
all this for a nonessential institution! Let no man be guilty of accus
ing the Lord of allowing His Son to die such a death and give His own 
life' 's blood for a nonessential church. If so, Christ died in vain; 
He shed His blood for naught; for He died, gave Himself for the CHURCH 
and bought the CHURCH .. lith His blood. If we would only think of these 
things we could see that the church for which Christ died; for which 
He gave His blood could not be a nonessential church; could not be one 
that man can be saved out of it as well as in it for it is the church 
that is the "blood possession of the Lord. 1I One thing Iknow--if you 
and yours. are in the church the Lord built, and not one that man 
has built, you are "blood bought." If out of it. you are not "blood 
bought" II for He' gave His blood for this church. 

6,. T'dE FANILY OF GOD: In Ephesians ):15, Paul calls the church the 
"house of God." A man's house is his family. The Jailer's house. 
Acts 16; Cornelius and his house, Acts 10. This was the Jailer's famiayi 
it was the family of Cornelius. Just SO with the church. It is the 
"house of God"--His family. 

1 Peter 4:16-18 teaches us who make up "the house of God"--the 
Christians--those who obey the gospel. In 1 Peter );21 he shows those 
to whom he wrote this letter had been baptized and that baptism had a 
part to play in their being saved. Read it. In chapter I, verses 1-2 
they were the "elect, 11 the "sanctified," the "obedient.1! vJhat is there 
to the church that means so much to the Lord that He calls it His "house"; 
His family": the lIelect" 7 Dare call the "family of God II nonessential? 
I firmly believe if the world could come to know the truth about the 
church most of our difficulties would be over. They y,]ould KNm; there is 
no salvation apart from the church for it is the "house--the family" 
of God. 

In Ephesians 3:14-15, Paul speaks of the family of God. This church 
surely was a part of that family of God. NotV' let us see this illustra
tion as it is: House of God--the Church of the living God--the family 
of God--family made up of children of God. If children I then heirs of 
God and jOint heirs with Christ, Romans 8:17. In Galatians 4:7, we 
find that only a son .• not a bondservant shall be an heir. This being 
true then we have it as follows: 

Church--House of God--Family of God--Chi1dren of God, sons--then 
heirs of God. This true then, then beyond refutation it stands, that to 
die out of the church bought by the blood of Christl built by Him, 
Matthew 16;18, man is not an heir. No matter how long and loud men may 
try to deceive you. remember the lesson I have just given you! '.rIhat is 
there to the church that He would call them His family--His children-
make them His heirs? NONESSENTI;,L CHURCH? Nay! 

7. This one I gi ve--THE CHURCH--THE BRIDE OF CHRIST. In John ): 29, 
Christ is said to be the bridegreeom for He Ifhath the bride. 1I In Romans 
7:1-4, we find the Church is married or joined to Christ for l'ruit bear
ing. In 2 Corinthians 11:1-2, the church at Corinth had been "espoused 
to Christ." the "husband." Turn now "lith me to Revelation 21:9; John 
was shown the "bride--the Lamb! s ;life. 1t I ask you now--are you ready to 
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call the "bride of Christ" a "nonessential bride ll ? Wh6i.l you speak dis
paragingly of the church you are running down the wife of our blessed 
Lord. You may talk about a man, you may run him dOvm, but if he be any 
kind of man; when you begin to abuse~ make fun of, or degrade in any way 
his wife, you bring down upon you at once the wrath of that man. You 
better believe that when you, in any way, belittle the church--the wife 
of the Lord--by talking about your "churchanity"; "th8 church is not 
your savior"; "one church is as good as another lt

; "you do not have to 
be in the church", and by such slurring remarks cast reflections upon the 
bride of the Lamb, that you shall bring down upon you all the wrath 
and anger that Heaven is able to bring forth upon you. ~mat is there? 
Hhat can there be to the church that means so ~ "~::l to the Lord that he 
lovesher and Olrms her as His bride--as His wife? Could such an insti
tution be "nonessentiall!? 

8. What DOES HE H1WE P:·iAITIl\U ?IIIS BRIDE--TrlE CHURCH? In Ephesians 
5:25-27, Paul says that he lIsanctified the Church having "cleansed it 
by the 'Hashing of vTater by the v;ord," that. ";; night present it to Him
self a glorious church, not having spot or wri:r:>l~18) or any such thing 
but that it should be holy and without blemish 0 :1 Think you my friends 
this is a "nonessential church"? 'mat could there be to the church 
that the Lord has 10vRd it so that the relationship is compared to that 
of a man and his vufei' Here is why you are one with Christ. One thing 
I know

1 
should I 1::8 able to get every father and mother with all your 

children , as they become accoun cable l.'nto God to become a part of this 
church bought vJith H~s bbod~ v!hich ='_s called His house--His family-
that is His bride--His wife-.-,c,' :f\)r' which He is returning that He 
might present her to himself c:leansed and sanctified, holy and without 
blemish, there would no": be a sir,l_e one of you lost in the day of 
Judgment. Now a church w:,-th a mf,~,'age like that is hard to find but 
the church of Christ is ~his church and she is bringing you just such 
beautiful promises that you may be presenten unto the Lord when He comes 
for His bride the church. 

Nothing is more beaL:tiful than to see a young beautiful bride walking 
down the aisle dressee. in Vihite~ not a spot, not a wrinkle if possible. 
Then the groom turns to His fat~er and mother and presents His wife, His 
bride to them saying Father, No the:::" , THIS IS HI' -,lIFE. I know for I have 
presented three bea'J.tiful girls to their husbands and united them in 
marriage. One of them is nOvI go::e. All hT3 ha\Td is her wedding picture 
hanging on the wall and a loving memory of a darling girl, our own little 
Teenie. Just think of the bride of Christ, glorious, clothed in the 
robes of sanctificatiom,. made vlhi te by the blood of the Lamb, 9.5 Christ 
presents the Church, His bride, without a spot to His Father as we read 
he shall one day do. 1 Corinthians 15:24. Tell me the church--the 
bride of Christ--is a nonessential church? ',..'hat is thero I ask once more 
to the church that made Christ do for her 'frJhat He has donG? That has 
made Him prepare for her all the wonderful things He he.;; in store for her? 
Die out of this church? Tflach ;rour family that they are just as safe 
out of the Lord IS clrrch:. ~:; _3 coming for her? Listen not to the 
preachers who keep you YO"'.rs out of this blessed and holy institution for 
your Lord is coming for her. 

9. I close vJitn i,his quostion, TtJould you become a member of this 
church IF I may be able tonight i<) sho:~ yO'-1 hO~J. beyond all doubts, that 
you and yours may beco~e me'1l')ors),C' this church? TU~'n nov] to Acts, 
chapter 2. Here Peter preached to them of the crucifixion, burial, and 
resurrection of Christ; of His having bee:1 ceated upon the throne of His 
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Father David; and was' now both Lord and Christ. Hearing this, they 
were convicted of their sins and asked what to do. The answer was 
plain and Peter said to them, verse 38, "repent and be bap-
tized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." Verse 41 shows 
that 3,000 were baptized and added to them that day and verse 47 says 
"The Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved." To what 
church did He add them my good people? There was but one. It was the 
church the Lord built. There is not a single denomination now 
on earth, back there then. If you do wh8t they did, it will make yo~ 
a member of the church, the Lamb's bride and faithful to Him you live 
and you shall be presented to Him. Yes, I ask, 11';,'mat could there be to 
!HE CHURCH that would make Christ do for it, what he has done for His 
Church"? Could it be a nonessentional Church? Nay, my friends, the 
church is the "saved on this earth." That is the meaning of it. 1'1ay 
God bless you andttEnks to this wonderful school and Brother Dixon for 
this marvelous privilege of coming home after 40 years for another visit 
with the school the.t has meant so much to me. May God bless you in this 
wonderful work. May we stand as we beg you to come, obey the gospel 
and let the Lord add you to this church which He loves as a bride and 
for which Rs is coming one day. 



THE ELDERSHIP 

Clean Lyles 

I. Elder-Elder Relations 

A. Much depends on proper relationship betvJeen elders 
1. I do not worry about a church if the elders eire united in 

that which is right 
2. vJisdom in plurality 

a. Differences in opportunities, training, etc. can be 
a blessing 

b. Can be a curse without unity 
3. There is alwiJ.ys the danger of one elder becoming the ruling 

elder 
a. This is not the Lord's way regardless of how well it 

may work for a time 
4. I believe the chairmanship of business meetings should be 

changed frequently 
5. Should all elders agree on a matter, or be present, before 

it is passed? 
a. If so, do not need but one elder because one could 

kill any good work 
(1) I believe a majority should carry 
(2) I also believe the one who is absent should vote 

with the majority 
6. Does the appointment of an elder over a work separate 

other elders from that work? 
a. I believe all the elders are over all the work-

they are not to be separated 
7. There should be a division of work and responsibility 

a. These responsibilities should be changed so that all 
can have experience in all the work 

8. There should be no closed minds in an eldership 
a. Minds have been closed about salaries, buildings, mis

sion work, the budget, etc. 
9. There should be no jealousy between elders 

a. Preacher once told me of two elders; when he visited 
one, he had to visit the other 

10. There is nothing in the Bible about the "Senior Elder" 
a. Men have been ruined by this term and preachers have 

misused it 
11. Should elders select other elders? 

a. The congregation should select, but they should 
recorrunend 

12. All decisions should be recorded 
a. Even the names of those present when decisions were 

made 
13. I do not believe elders should tell their wives what goes 

on in business meetings 
a. In the first place, they have no right to do so 
b. In the second place, their wives ?~e protected if they 

do not tell them 
14. Elders should not allow themselves to be courted 

a. Allow self to be swayed by pressure 
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15. Clashes should be avoided 
a. If they do come, should be Christian men about them 

16. Elders should hold each other in high esteem 
17. !'lever say, HI was for it but •.. , ,II 
18. Stay close to God and you will stay close to each other 

II. Elder-Deacon Relations 

A. Definition: A deacon a servant 
1. He is under the oversight of the elders in everything 

he does 
a. Has charge of no work unless appointed by elder, 

then must answer to elders 
2. Should there be joint meetings? 

a. If so, deacon should have no vote on decisions 
3. Deacons should be given definite tasks to perform 
4. It may be well for them to have separate meetings; but 

in the , deacons do not set the policy of the 
church 

5. Should elders select deacons? 
a. I believe they should recoL1ffiend those selected 

6. Deacons should be men who are trustworthy and dependable 
7. Deacons can help the elders in many ways 
8. Deacons should be encouraged to take part in the work 
9. It is not a boss-bossed relationship 

III. Elder-Preacher 

A. The tie should be very close between the elders and the 
preacher 
1. I the preacher should be invited to the elders· 

meetings 
a. How can he do his work well if kept on the outside? 

2. I believe they should discuss policy and plans with him 
a. He should be consulted about men who come for meetings 
b. Foolish to bring someone in with whom he cannot work 

3. There should be thorough understanding about preacher's 
salary 
a. Things elders sometimes never consider 

(1) Eight days in a meeting equals to two weeks 
(2) Preacher's extra expense--car, etc. 
(3) Emergencies (some preachers never have fund for 

unexpected) 
(4) It costs more for preacher to live than 

member 
b. Salaries should be considered each year 
c. Should show morc consideration for those who come for 

meetings 
d. It is best if churches pay their preachers fifty-two 

"l-veeks in a year 
e. Nost pr€8.chers more than pay their WelY 

4. A should be made regarding time to be away 
5. A preacher should have freedom to do his work 
6. should stand behind the preaeller, and he, the 
7. The preacher actually stands b{,t\vcen the alder and the 

congro gat-ion 

-, 



8. There should be no politics either way 
9. Neither elder nor preacher should listen while others are 

criticised in their presence 
a. itA dog that will bring a bone will carry a bona ll 

10. Elders should not expect the preacher to loaf with them 
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11. True elders are not jealous of the popularity of the preacher 
12. Elders and preachers should be able to disagree and still be 

Christians 
13. \-fuen a preacher is employed, agreement in all matters should 

be made 
14. A preacher should be fair with a congregation when leaving 
15. Elders should be fair in terminating his services 
16. It is not an employer-employee basis 
17. Elders and preacher should have confidence in each other 
18. Both should work toward longer periods of service 

IV. Elder-Congregation Relations 

1. Hot Lords over God I s heritage 
2. Example to the flock 

a. Should live as to cause congregation to have confi
dence in them 
(1) Not a boss; but a leader, shepherd 

3. H ow he can have much to do with obtaining their respect-
be fair in all his dealings with them 

4. Should an example in all work •••• visiting, giving, etc. 
a. Should be careful in handling problems that can help 

or hurt the church 
5. Elders should be willing to assist in handling individual 

problem.s 
6. Elders should plan for congregational development 
7. Elders should take the congregation into their confidence 
8. Visiting 

a. Too many times, elders think their only task to 
decide what others should do 

9. Elders should be firm, yet kind, in all their convictions 
10. Elders should know the members •••• understand their problems 
11. Elders should avoid party groups, politics, or being called 

the "uppercrust,1I chosen few, elect, etc. 

v. Elder-Brotherhood relations 

1. I believe in the autonomy of the church 
a. Eo group of elders have any authority over another 

group 
2. Elders should have the oversight of missionaries they sent 

to other fields 
3. Elders should cooperate with other congregations in every 

way possible 
4. I believe one eldership should recognize the decisions 

of others, respecting such problems as disfellowshipping 
of the disorderly 
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5. 

6. 
7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

should be taken in planning and supervising the 
establishment of other congregations 

should know what is going on in the brotherhood 
would do well to attend various lectureships 

a. Can learn much from the work of others 
We need more confidence in the y'lOrk as a whole 
a. Can hear anything about churches today 
Elders should not broadcast the weaknesses of the 
brotherhood 
Each group should do its own work, cooperate with 
others when possible 
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Lectnrc I 

IiJTRODUCTIOII 

I. The thene of these lec turos: liThe Gospel: JustificD. tion By 
l"ai tIl" is the hub around uhich the history of reli~~ion has 
turned for the pas t 500 ycars. 

Let us focus our nttention on 
1. Li~;ht brealdncover Europe. 

n rebirth" 
a. Cor"nerce 
b. 1'crt: Lconarc~o da '! inci 

ns a startin~ 90int 
D. IIRenaissance", 

c. Learnin:-;: Pctro.rell D.!1C~ I>ichelnnc;elo--revival of the 
classics 

(. ReliGion: nbundancc of relics 
2. EU7lanis ts 

a. fico l~ella hiranc.lola ane: 
b. JZ!r.1CS Liver j)1;3::'e1Jlcs--Jo:m eolat 

B. Luther lectures on Ror.nnG 

C. ~~stL1ates of IIRollmnsll 
1. liThe profoundest bock in c:~.istencell--ColeridGe 
2. IlCllief book of the H. T., "Lhe purest c;ospel"--Luther 
3. John Chr;,rsostor,l had it read to ll:iJa twice a vleek 
it. Iielo.nch t:lOn "lVrote it oU.t t1Jice in lone ho.nd, and e~:.

pounded on it J.lOrc t~K,n nny 1Jook in tIle II. T • 
;;. "Co. thedral of Christi::m fni th" ••• "Says the llcform

o.tion ilovenent larccly the Hor:: of Romans D.nd 
--GoLlet 

D. "'.rea to be covered 
1. Purpose of our s'~ury 

a. To adJ to your re;xY''VCb:ir of Im01rJleclce 
b. Build up a c:ceator ap:~reeia tion of tIle tber-tc 

DISCUSSIon 
Ror.... 1: 16 , 17 

I. In its essence the eosl')el is ;J. r,lE'SG(,<-·o. 

~ ..... l~'rcncllinG an(1 ~';CD.cllinc:--(I C01~. 1:21; Il;.:tt. 
Heb. h:12) 

1. Cospel--IIGlc.c1 tirlincs"--(Is2 .• 52:7; 61:J.) 

J. ;'orlc' lcnoVls !,lany kinds of r,lCssa~-:cs 
1. l'oli tical 

J.. Daniel ' .. ebst8Y' 7th. of li.::::rch speech 
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2. Military 
a. Winston Churchill's speeches 

3. Gospel excels all 

C. Not for oratorical display 
1. Cicero 
2. Moses E. Lard 

D. Gospel has passed three ste 
1. Purpose--eternal decrees of God 
2. Promise--after the fall 
3. Revealed--on Pentecost 

E. Unfolding of reasons 
1. Why Paul ready to preach at Rome--not ashamed of Gospel 
2. vlhy not ashamed, it is power of God 
3. \-}hy power of God, reveals the rifhteousness of God 

F. In its source, the gospel is from. God 
1. Scripture proof. (Rom. l~ 

a. Received by revelation (Gal. 1:12,13) 
b. I Cor. 15:1-4 
c. From bearing--not miracles. (Rom. 10:17) 

2. Multifarious implications 
a. Should not be treated as word of men. (Thes.) 
b. Should not be cut u,'. (Jer. 36:23) 
c. Should not be wrested 

G. In its sub,ject, it is Christ Jesus 
1. Scripture considerations (Rom. 1:1,2) 
2. What about Christ? 

a. As arisen from the dee.d 
b. As the chosen Hessiah 
c. As King of Kings and Lords of Lords. (Acts 2:36) 

H. In its purp()se, it is Hunto .=:=.;..:=..=.=;;.;;. 

1. Meaning of II salvation. II 
a. Deliverance from 
b. COlTarrunication of a blessing 
c. Basis--"healthyll 

2. \l.lJ1y Paul not ashamed? 
a. The cross 

1. Reason for being ashamed 
2. Jews. Stumbling block. 
3. Greeks. Foolishness 

b. Paganism could not origim\ted this concept of 
the cross 

c. II Tim. 1:8, 12, 16 
d. Batt. 10:32,33 
e. Righteousness 

I. In its method, it is a...::;..;.;.;;,;;. 
1. Power. Gospel C2n of' God. Can do 811 its 

promises. 
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2. llynarnica.l, not arg'llmente.t::Lve 
a. iiforce of nature lf 

In 
1. 

, 
D. 

rGS Gxtent, !Ito ever-rone t'--:.at bclieveth ll 

Gospel oan;10t onorate a')art from faj.th 
a. - ',11cre L does no~t Gxist (as auon:; t;1e brethren) 

revelation of :rod--not of ri::;hteousncss but of c~ivi.ne 

vITath 
"b. A T:lGS can accor.1'1li311 its purpose vlhen it 

:~s believed 
2 • -: Tny to J erJ 

a. Jerusale;:. LIe. 2h:4h-Lre 
;). • Prop;1f:;C:Y. Isa.2:3 
c. Shaded Lord's corr!;)aBG ion to those 11ho 

, . 
{11m 

Lecture II 

1. !~s the :~;osryel God's pOI'Jer to SOV(), (to ;-;.evc li.Ie vrHh God), 
l)-w rt::;}lteousness of is a m;cessar;v ate") in that d:irection. 
'Tnat is r~Ehteousness of God? 

Jf~. l~igl1teou.sness 

1. ~'uman race 
2. Gos::wl, a 

Gree]: definitions 

~;o tog8ther. (Gal. 3:21) 
hteousnGss of Hs Oi"Jn (l:0!"1. 1 :10-3 :20) 

of riG;lteousncs s (II Cor. 3: 9) 

L DJYl. !!rightl1 
e.. niC!lt 8.S determined 1-· established Hsase. 
b. ':ol'1or. "ho does his d:Dt? touard God fu'1d man. 

2. li.i[,;;1teo:.'.sness. 92 times in Kine; Janes ,rt;rsion. 
3(1 times j n ;comans. 

3 • ':;lC'. t is r::i a ~,tandard. 

c. Other def5nition 
1. Li~hteousness of God. That vThj,c;J ::8 ~qprovcd before God l S 

triblE1al. Calvin 
2. l1i[;hteou3ness of '~'al1.. 

tribunal. Cclvin 
J. ;'T!lat comoI'21itv to 

.c; is the st 
"Tho mor al bctn~-; 
ES he ShOll1d be .'1 

il • 

v1hic11 5-s a~))rovc(~ before rr:.on IS 

:,. ilTJle r:\or2.1 position of ,:;::. 2.D Fi)O :ens full~7 1.1et cll ;lis 
obli:-::atiol1D. it 

(:,. }.~i".)1 teo·us 11 DS S 

1. ~ig~;.teousness of 
(r.'on. 3 ~ 21, 22) 

2. :·:i:-·:~ltCOll.Sl"8SS of Qd. 
~~.~ O(~. r; J ,v t}~er 

<.. st<lndarrl. 

~~teousneS:3 val:l,c'. 1"-el'ore 

3. ~~os·'·cl reveals ~o<·.'s lIB. 

C·.Orl. 10 ~ 3) 
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E. Point of contrast 
1. Righteousnes s of One's own. (Phil. 3: 9 ) 
2. Righteousness of law. (Rom. 10:3) 

F. Two elements 
1. Standard of conduct. (Hatt. 3: 15: Acts 10:35) 

G. Relation to justification 
1. liThe science of giving every man his due.!t 

II. Fundamental problem: How shall a sinful man be made righteous 
before God? 

A. Is there something man must do? 
1. Right a gift; not an achievement? 
2. Can the gospel be con~eived of as a law? 

B. Does God declare a man righteous before making his righteous? 
1. Judicial use of term, justification 

C. Christts personal righteousness chalked up to our account. 
(Rom. 4:3) 
1. Righteousness of Christ--precepts and penalties 
2. Bore our sins on the tree 
3. His righteousness belongs to the believer 
4. Like indulgences 
5. When does this imputation take place? 

a. Moment of faith? 

Lecture III 

If justification comes by faith in Christ. what does this do to 
the law? Does it deny the power of the law? Does it reflect on it 
as a divine instrument? 

I. Purpose of the law. Everything must be appreciated in the light of 
its purpose. 
A. Not its purpose to save. (Gal. 3:2; Gal. 2:16) 
B. Law leads to Christ (Rom. 10:5; Gal. 3:24-28). A giant 

parenthesis. 
C. That sin might abound. (Rom. 5:20; Gal. 3:19) 

II. Reason righteousness NOT by the law. Weakness. (Rom. 8:3) 
A. A reversal of the natural order. (Gal. 3:2,3) 
B. Those under law, under a curse. (Gal. 3:10) 
C. Nullif.y purpose of Christ's death. (Gal. 2:21) 

III. Why righteousness comes by faith 

A. To magnify God's grace. (Rom. 4:1, 2:20,21) 
B. So Abraham could be the spiritual father of all. (Rom. 4:13-16) 
C. So promise of righteousness could be secure. (Rom. 4:16) 

1. If by law, would depend on obedience to law. 



IV. LavT and prophets confirm Jesus by faith. (Rom. 3:21,22) 
A. ?clUl established the Law. (Rom. 3:31) 

Lecture IV 

The case of Abraham clarifies and explains justification by faith 

I. Abraham was justified by faith. (Gal. 15:6) 
A. Reason: (Gal. 3:26-28) 

II. Abraham not justified by circumcision 

III. Abraham not justified by the law 

IV. Character of Abraham's faith 

V. VJhen faith of Abraham displayed? 
A. 1rJhen he left ho~ and kindred for a strange land 
B. Birth of Isaac. Against odds. 
C. Offering of Isaac 

VI. Promise not made with Abraham alone, but with Christ (Gal. 3:15-18) 
A. Agency of Nessianic promise. NOT law, but Christ. (Rom. 4:13) 

VII. Circumcision, not a cause of His righteousness. (Rom. 4:9-12) 
A. Fourteen years before circumcision 
B. Did not confer righteousness, but confirmed it. 
C. A sign and a seal 

VIII. Law, not a cause. (Rom. 4:13-16) 
A. Righteousness before lal.-T. ,so righteousness of faith proved 

C. 

D. 

IViessianic promise. 
If by law, faith is inoperative, promise done away. 
Operation of law op~osed to genius of faith. Faith 
grace and the promise; law to wrath. (Gal. 3:18) 
l£lW did not dispense "'-lith the covenants 

IX. Character of Abraham's faith 
A. Rests on divine omnipotence 

1. God could raise the doo.d 
2 • Deadnes s of ,sarah's womb 

B. stronger than physical obstacles 
1. Age 99 
2. Faith wavered not 

X. Abraham's faith and ours 
A. Faith in God 1.-Tho raises the dead 
B. Faith in God "ho fulfills promises 

(Rom. 4:14) 
looks to 

3S 
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THE pmJER OF PREACHING 

Carroll Ellis 

INTRODUCTION 

I. hany conditions have tended to degenerate preaching in the modern mind. 

A. Our rapid material advances. 
B. The multiplicity of duties which have fallen to the preacher. 
C. The pressure of the modern world. 

II. Many people ask, "ls anything ever accomplished by preaching?!! 

BODY 

A. Every great movement in history has been prepared for, partly 
at least, and carried through by preaching. 

B. All great advances by the church have been made when there has 
been pm'ler in the pulpit. 

I. Preaching is important because of the emphasis placed upon it by the 
Lord. 

A. "Jesus ••• came preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God.1! (Hark 1:14) 
B. 1:·ihen Jesus selected His apostles He sent them forth with the 

admonition IIGo preach. 11 

C. The worldwide commission is "Go preach. II (Hark 16: 15) 
D. The church Was established on the first Pentecost after the 

resurrection of Christ by preaching. 

II. The church is essentially a preaching institution. 

A. There are many works the church is to do, but the foremost mission 
is preaching. 

B. The apostles said, lilt is not right that we should 
ing the ;ford of God to serve tables. II (Acts 6: 2) 

up preach-

c. Preaching is basic to the mission and nature of the church. 

III. Preaching is the mission of the church because it is the means of 
the truth of God to bear on individual lives. 

A. Just as fire exists by blArning, the church exists by preaching. 

B. It is not enough for an ide3. to take residence in the mind of a 
man. It must be cOITU':lUnicated for its greatest effectiveness. 
1. One polished dianoncl is lvorth more than a diamond mine wTvmrked. 
2. Paul asks, "How shall they callan hir'l in \crhom they have not be

lieved? Hm'! shall they believe in >"hora they have not heard? and 
how shall they hear without a preacher?!! (Rom. lO~15) 
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IV ~ Preaching to be pov/erful must follow the New Testament pattern. 

A. Gospel preaching is not an editorial, but a headline. 
1. It centers in the death, burial, and ressurrection of Christ. 

(I Cor. 15:1-4) 
2. The preacher is not to originate the message but to declare 

facts \v'hich have transpired. 

B. Gospel preaching has its source in the revealed will of God. 
1. "He opened the book and found the place. II (Luke 4:17) 
2. Gospel preaching must be Christ-centered and Bible-filled. 
J. Preaching has authority not when it founded upon logic, 

psychology, or human opinion, but it is a message of God. 

C. Gospel preaching must have an eternal emphasis. 
1. "He are not," stoutly asserts the apostle Paul, IIfraudulent 

bucksters of God's message, no peddlers of adulterated goods. 1I 

(cf. II Cor. 2:17) 
2. Preaching is distorted when the main concern is temporal rather 

than eternal. 
a. Do not overlook the fringe benefits. 
b. They must be kept peripheral. 
c. "Fear not them which kill the body but are not able to 

kill the soul, but rather fear him which is able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell. l1 (Matt. 10:28) 

D. Gospel preaching must be distinctive. 
1. Gospel preaching must always show the difference in Christianity 

and pagan virtu"., Judaism, Catholicism, and denominationalism. 
2. Brother Charles Robertson of ACC used to say, "I don't object 

to skinning them, but use a sharp knife. 1I 

E. Gospel preaching must be characterized by an affirmative and 
confident delivery. 
1. Jesus was the Haster in holding the attention and reaching 

the hearts of the common 
2. The most exciting news the world must not be handled in the 

driest manner. 

CONCLUSION 

I. The world has always been in need of the gospel of Christ. 

A. The sin of man cannot be cured except by preaching the gospel. 
B. Gospel preaching cannot be outmoded or outdated. 

II. He need to rededicate ourselves to the pm-/er of preaching. 

III. The splendor of the gospel and the ;,8cd of the world cOIl1!,:ands the 
church to 



INTR0DUCTION: 

THn llJLE SERVICE 
Hatt. 5: 38-4g 

w. C. Quillen 

1. Sermon on Mount related to Christian age as 10 commandments 
to Hosiac. 

2. Designed to prepare hearts for principles of kingdom of 
Heaven. 

3. Introduces perfect moral code: Demands a IITwo...}Ule Service", 
4. Christ's teaching goes beyond the law; opposes its added 

traditions. 
5. ~~tt. 5: 17-18, Christ expresses His relation to the law. 

(1) Fulfilled types, prophecies; kept commandments perfectly. 
(2) Fulfilled by giving its precepts spiritual application, 

Matt. 15: U1-20. 

I. First mile in wrong direction forbidden, condemned. 

A. Matt. 5:21-22. A murderous heart placed on same level with 
overt murder. 
1. World filled ,,,ith hatred, etc. Crime increasing. Political 

intrigues, etc. 
2. goes back of sin, forbids anger, hatred, greed, which 

precede killing. 

B. Matt. 5 :27-28. An adulterous heart on the SD.me level \ri.th 
open adultery. 
1. Ours an age of moral laxity. Marriage and divorce. Loose 

living. 
2. Such produces serious reaction among yotmg people. 
3. Passage forbids petting, familiar fondling, dancing, etc. 
4. A lustful look, lascivious behavior, lewd action, con

demned as adultery. 

C. If would not go second mile to destruction, donlt start on 
the first. 

II. A IITwo-Mi1e Service" demanced, but not accredited unless: 

A. Our righteousness is properly and purely motiv:::lted. 
1. r.1att. 5 :20. ir[hat was wrong with theirs? 1"Iatt. 23. 
2. Riq-ht to 'lrlOrship; wrong to make a show. Right to say, but 

wrong not to do. 
3. Right to visit, but wrong to make pretense. To teach; 

wrong to proselyte. 

B. Second mile not accredited, unless He have gone the first mile. 
1. Many attempt second mile before going the first. 

(1) Try to live Christian life before becoming Christians. 
(2) Try to \mrship Goel 1,.rithout obeying gospel of God. 
(3) Attempt to callan God as a Father before becoming 

children. 
(4) To eelt at Lord's table without entering into His house. 

39 
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2. All such to be turned away in judgment. V~tt. 22: 11-13. 

C. ',.Je must make "Two-Miles" in right way, and with right motives. 
1. Of this Jesus warned. Luke 9: 57-62. 
2. Hultitudes turned back because of improper motives. 

Jno. 6: 66-69. 
3. Perhaps Jesus refered to difficulty of second mile in Matt. 

20: 16. 

III. Many applications may be made of principle sug?,ested by subject. 

A. Good morals-first mile: Obeying gospel, becoming Christian-
second. 
1. Matt. 19: 16-25; Mk. 10: 17-27. Act 10: 1-2; 11: 14; 

10: 47-48. 
2. Tit. 2: 11-12. Grace of God demands a "Two-Mile Service". 

B. Becoming a Christian (entering service): Being faithful in 
service. 
1. Saul. I Sam. 10. 13. 14. 28:15; 31:4. Lot. Gen. 13:1,6. 

Lot's wife. Lk. 17:32. 
2. l.fa.tt. 13: 1-10. One group fails first; 2 fail second; 

one goes beth miles. 
3. Demas and Luke. Phil. 24; Col. 4:14; II Tim. 4:10. 

C. Application of text. 
1. Resist not evil---"If compelled to go mile-go twain." 

Turn other cheek. 
2. Taking away coat suffered---first mile: Giving cloak--

second. 
3. Love th 7 neighbor---first mile: Love t.h7 enemies

seoond. 
4. Be forgiven according to gospel-first mile: Forgi ve--

second. Matt. 6:14-15. 

IV. Reasons for rendering "Two-l'file Service". 

A. "That you may be the children of your Father ••• "Hatt. 5:45. 

B. No matter how bright, beautiful the beginning, nothing matters 
unless ends well. 
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Guy r. 1-Joods 

I. ations 

A. OJe are lost (Is8. 59:1, 2) 
J. In a state of death (E,h. 2:1) 

II. How salvation was made possible 

A. Shedding of Christ's blood (Ron. 5:8) 
1. Vindicate God's government, uphold tbe dignity of 

his lal4, 
2. Attributes of God; holiness, justice, mercy, love. 
3. How? Atonement effected, through a vicarious and substitu

tionary plan; 1 Pet. 1;24; Et. 20;28; 
2 Cor. 5;21 (!'made to be sin (offering) for us.!!) 

:":'. Bases of the plan: rirace, the principle; love, the motive; 
agent of cleansing, the blood; ~ospel, the power; place, 

church. 

DISCUSSION 

I. Necessity of a plan for the Christian as well as the alien 
1 John 1;8, 10; 2:1ff. 

II. ?assage affirming the qlan: 1 John 1:7-9. 

A. The passage analyzed: HIi',1! the condition indicated; 
in the light, II manner of conduct; lIblood" the agent; 

lIcleanses," the action; "from all sin, II the subject involved. 

1. Difference between the aorist and present tenses in 
Greek, and .]ohn 1 s purpose in using the present in 1 John 
1:7. 

2. Significance: The blood of Christ KEEi~S ON CLEANSING, 
i.e., as an ever present operation for the faithful 
Christian. (;:Jo other type of person contemplated in 
this lesson.) 

III. Implications: 

A. The faithful Christian not under condemr1ation: proved: 
1. 10l!,ically: if cleansed, not condemned; but cleansed, 

(1 John 1:7); therefore, not condemned; 
2. authoritatively: Ro'n.?: 1. Note of con-

ditions in hO:l. 8:2 U~JV), and 110hn 1:7. 

B. Faithful Christian does not have sin imputed (charged) to 
him; proved: 
1. logically: If not condemned, because (l) never sins; or 

(2) not charged against him; not (1) 1 John 1:8), therefore 
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2. authoritatively: (-:-Jsalm 32:1, 2; Rom. 4:8) ':hndshield wi.)er! 

c. ,sense of guilt or consciousness of remorse reflection on 
God's 8T(-!e. 

D. Encouragement from the THRONB SCl!:NE in the Revelation. 
(multitude no man number with washed robes.) 



TIlE VA.LUE OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

G. K. Wallace 

I am sorry that Brother hllen Bryan could not be here to speak at 
this period as planned. However, I am glad to be of help, if I may. It 
has been announced that I would make a peech. Today, I am more inter
ested in ma.king a point about Christian education I than I am in making 
a speech. 

was a time when I was hesitant about preaching on Christian 
education. I allowed brethren, good brethren but untaught, to intimidate 
me, and to keep me from expres ""hat I knew to be the truth of God. 
I felt I knevl the importance of Cnristian education, because of having 
received the benefits of such in Abilene Christian College. In times 
past, when I went to a place to preach: they would say, "Vie do not want 
you to say anything about schools." If I talked to young people about 
Christian education, I had to them off to one side and discuss it 
privately. Too, I hesitated to say anything about it lest someone 
would say I was preaching I am not preaching colleges; I am 
preaching a cause. When brethren gave money to build this fine meeting 
house in which we now assemble: they did not give money to a house but 
to a cause. This house is a means of expediting a cause. The cause 
would exist if this building were destroyed. BY reason of time~ if the 
world continues, the brick and mortar of this house will crumble and 
perish, but the ~~ to which it is dedicated will continue. 

A college is a means of expediting a cause. Christian education is 
as plainly taught in the Bible as is baptism for the remission of sins. 
If this startles you, just wait a moment, as they way on the radio, and 
do not go away. I~ the Ephesian letter, division six, and verse four, 
the apostle Paul said, uYou father provoke not your children to w::ath, 
but nurture them in the chastening and admonition of the Lord 0 II 'ihe 
word !!!:!.rture means to educate. It is so defined in every dictionary, 
both Greek and EnSSlish. Hr. Thayer, in his Greek Lexicon, tells us that 
the word from which n~rture is translated not only includes the training 
of the heart, and the mind, but also the body. It actually includes 
physical education. 

As I spaek, today, about Christian education, I am not simply 
bringing an indict:::1elt public schools. I owe much to public 
schools. A large share of the education that I have was derived from 
public schools. HOlJeVer l public schools are prohibited by la~-l from doing 
what which God requires. I recogni~e that in many communities, even as in 
Henderson, Tennessee where I live, we have a public school conducted on a 
ver,y high plane. This is true of many schc,ls, both colleges and high 
schools throughout our land. Yet, there is a task to be done that 
they cannot do. Also, of the changing world in which we live, the 
public school is not in a position to accomplish what was accomplished in 
yesteryearo 1;Jhen I vTas a 1:,1 , (and they say l"hen you talk this way. your 

is showing) I l,Jent to a school that was above Ir:.:::,al reproach. 't:.hen 
school board secured a teacher in the little school where I attended, 

she was required to go to church. She was not told to which church she 
must go, but she was required to worship. If she draDk, danced, or smoked, 
she could not get a job. In some places. today, 8. teacher cannot get a 
job unless he or she teaches de.ncing. That is a condition over which we 
do not have any conLroL If you can correct this, then blGssings on you. 

But :. '. ; ic [mother prohlem that has arisen i::1 public s'hools. At 
this moment, ~here are thirteen states in our nation that h2ve banned the 
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mention of God in the public school rooms. It is a violation of the law 
to mention God or to say a prayer in many public school rooms. In seven 
states, this has come about by the ruling of just one person, the Attorney 
General, as in the case of California. Five states have prohibited read
ing of the Bible in their schools through a ruling of their state Supreme 
Court. Pennsylvania, by a special decree of the court, has ruled out the 
Bible. I believe in separation of church and state, but, then our found
ing fathers drew up the Constitution of the United States, and separated 
church and state, they did not intend to rule out God. They meant to rule 
out dogma and not God. The foundation of this nation is God. "In God We 
Trust" is on our coins. 

By Christian education, I mean the training of the mind, the soul, 
and the body in harmony with the Bible. Christian education is a regu
lated curriculum. By curriculum, I mean the courses that are offered in 
a school. Now if you can control the curriculum in our public schools 
and universities, I shall gladly help you. In most states, it is being 
controlled by statute, and at present there is a bill pending in the 
Tennessee Legislature'to rule out God from our public schools and to per
mit children to be taught the theory of evolution as a fact.* If there is 
danger, as you say, someone asks, "Why did God make a. man so he could sin 7" 
I maintain that man would not be a man if he did not have the power of 
choice. The power of choice is man's greatest dignity and gravest danger. 
If a man could not choose between right and wrong, he vlOuld be no more 
than an ox. Choice is the pOvler and dignity of man. God did not create 
sin; he created man. Fire would not be fire if it would not burn; water 
would not be water if it would not drown; and man would not be man if he 
could not sin. T .. [e need a curriculum that is controlled. But many will say, 
"Brother ''';allace, I do not think that it is right to regulate the curri
culum. " Now let me ask you hardheaded businessmen this question, IlTtlould 
you be willing to staff the Department of Political Science in every 
university with Cornnrunists7" You say, "Oh, no, if so, in ten years we 
would lose our free enterprise." All right, why then would you be willing 
to staff this same university with infidels? An infidel cannot salute 
the American flag. He is not a true f~erican. The Preamble to the 
Constitution of the United States infers that God created man. Infidelity 
robs us of the very foundation of this nation. 

Philosophies have crept into our schools that are destructive. All 
society revolves around philosophies. The great events of history are 
born out of philosophies. rNhen Paul came to Ephesus, he encountered the 
Stoic and Epicurean philosophers. The old Stoic philosophy is manifested 
in Christian Science, which is a pretended indifference to sorrow and pain. 
The philosophy of the Epicureans is manifested in the teachings of FreUd. 
Old Siegmund Freud, the Australian Jew, was a neurologist and the father 
ef psychoanalysis. I have no quarrel with psychology or psychoanalysis, 
but when a man puts back of this an infidel philosophy, I beg to disagree. 
In Athens, we find these Stoics exhibiting in their lives the most com
plete exhaustion of the catalog of the base and beastly things of which 
men and women could be guilty. In Athens, there was the most profound 
philosophy, the most glowing eloquence, the most fervent poetry, the most 
refined art, the world has ever known, and the most complete abandonment 
to sin. In Athens, men indulged in every vice '"hich passion could prompt 
and the imagination of men invent. Ilhy did they do this7 This was done 
because that way of life was the basis of their education. We are told 
that the philosophy of Freud starts, today. in the American kindergarten. 

* The bill was defeated in the Tennessee legislature. 
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The philosphy of Freud, that is the philosophy of gratification of the 
flesh and that every desire one has in God-given. and must not be re
press~d, is taught from infancy throughout life. If a desire is re
pressed, we are told, it vJill inhibit us. There are young mothers .. 
across the country, who say, "I cannot tell rrry little darling, 'Nol as the 
psychology book says that will inhibit him. n 'tJhen I was being reared, 
rrry Daddy did not have a book like that, and if he had, he would have put 
a handle on it. His psychology grew on a bush. I am not just an advocate 
of corporal punishment, but wrong desires must be repressed in some way. 
The New Testament says, "Put to death therefore your members which are 
upon the earth." If you have become a disciple of Freud and a firm be
liever in his philosophy, let me ask you how would you teach the tencom
mandments. The first one begins, "Thou shalt not," and repeatedly God 
thundered from old Mount sinai, IIThou shalt not," IIThou shalt hot.11 IIThou 
shalt not." If I had been back there, I would have said, "Wait a minute, 
you will inhibit this bunch of Jews. It is wrong to repress any desire 
that they might have." That it is wrong to repress desires is found in 
almost every parent magazine you can read today. Such a philosophy is 
wrong. Now this is basically a principle of infidelity that will destroy 
our way of life. Carl Ha rxhad the philosophy of Epicurus mixed. with the 
philosophy of class war. He determined to set one society against the 
other, and to grant free indulgence in every sin to his followers. 

There is another philosophy that manifests itself in our public 
school system that is known as conformity. It says, "You must be a part 
of the crowd, or you must belong. !I That is not so, young ladies, you do 
not have to conform to society about you. You must stand for vlhat is 
right, if you have to stand alone. Think of the courage that Queen 
Vashti must have had, when her musband, the king, sent for her to come and 
disrobe before that drunken mob to display her beauty. She was undoubtedly 
a beautiful woman and perhaps if she lived today. she would be elected 
Miss Universe. However, she had the courage to refuse the kingls request 
and would not put her body on display before a drunken, lustful crowd. 
Young ladies, God gave you a beautiful body, but he did not give it to 
you for Exhibit A. Treat your bod~es with respect as did the good women 
of old. Your body is the habitation of your immortal soul and of Christ 
Jesus, our Lord. By all means, treat your body as did your mother and. ' 
your grandmother, if they were Christians, and the Lord will be well 
pleased with you. God intended for the body to be cLJthed. and this lesson 
can be seen in the study of Eve and her downfall. Someone asked a preacher 
concerning Eve, "What kind of fruit was it that Eve ate in the garden?" 
The preacher said, "I do not know, but whatever kind it was, when she ate 
it she realized she was naked, and if I knew what it was, I would get a 
bushel of it and pass it out to the sisters in !tV church." As Christian 
young women, you do not have to conform to the standards of the world 
about you, but you should conform to Jesus Christ and the prinCiples of 
righteousness laid do~m in the Bible. 

By Christian educe.tion, I do not only mean a controlled curriCulum 
wherein each teacher knows and understands the Bible and teaches the basic 
philosophy of life along with every course. I mean also, a controlled 
environment. We become a part of the surroundings that are ours. Cain 
went into the land of Nod. '/le may not be able to locate exactly where 
this was, but we read in the Bible that, liRe went out from the presence 
of God. II 'lllien people go out from the presence of God, to mingle with 
people who are not Christians, they endanger themselves as did Cain in 
the land of Nod. In this ante-diluvian t...rorld, where Cain lived, we read 



46 

also that the sons of God married the daughters of men. That is, the 
people who were trying to do right, married people vIho were wedded to the 
philosophy of fleshly gratification. As a result of surrender to that 
which was evil, the Bible says that the wickedness of man became in 
the earth and the imagination and the thoughts of their hearts were evil 
and that continually. 

Often, I hear sermons on the subject of, nPitching Your Tents Toward 
Sodom.1! That sermon is as out-of-date as a horse and buggy. Today, you 
do not have any other in which to pitch your tent. There is no other 
land, today, except Sodom. ~Je no longer have the city boy and and 
the country boy and , as the whole world has moved into one backyard. 
Abou t the only choi ce He hewe in thi s land of Sod om , in which we live, 
is to carve out a plain in Sodom. This can be done in schools like 
Hardeman College, where ,,1e can control the environment and stabilize the 
curriculum. It is not a valid criticism against the Christian school when 
people say, "You have many II ef course, He h2ve rules, and certain 
things are out of bounds at Freed-Hardeman College. Th&t is tru~ even 
when you playa ball game, as there is a time Hhen the ball is out of 
bounds. You cannot drive a car on the highway without good 
At the intersections of the highways, there are stoP and go signs, and he 
who is Hise will respect them. Christian schools should never yield to the 
pressure of the vTorld, and allow men, guided by worldly vJisdom, to destroy 
the rules that regulate good decorum. Rules are a part of everything that 
is worthwhile and even nature about us is subject to rules and regulations. 
Old Job s,'C}id concerning the proud waves on the ocean, "Hitherto thou 
come, but not further; and here shalt thou proud waves be stayed.1! (Job 38:11) 
Good rules Dnd their enforcement contributes to a good environment. We 
do not maintain nor claim that \ole have a perfect environment at Freed
Hardeman College, but we do have one that operates under high standards. 
When young people get out of line, we do everything we can t~ bring them 
back to the way of right. 

Most of us believe in Christian education, but what are \ve 
to do about it? Some of us will say, "Chri.3tian education is wonderful; 
it is great; and may the good Lord bless you. tI Often times t v18 
from people saying, lIKeep up the good work; and God bless you. II That is 
a wonderful sentiment and encouraging; but a simple statement of "God 
bless you" will not pay the at Freed-Hardeman College. 

T~ihen I was a boy preacher, sometimes I would hold a meeting in a 
place and at the conclusion of the meeting, brethren would come around 
and pat me on the back and say, tlGod bless YOUj young man. I! But, when 
I got home, I could not go to the light company, the first of the month, 
and say, flGod bless you. II I could not simply say to the grocer, "God 
you, fI nor to the tf'ilor, flGod bless you, II as they wanted not only the 
blessing of God, but the money for their services rendered. ~'le cannot 
separate Christian education from constant calls for the dollar. I am not 
making apologies to anyone for asking them to help with Christian education. 
Brethren in every community should realize that Christian schools will be 
asking for money every They will of necessity, make new drives 
every ye;or, that is, if the school is growing. Sometimes, when I ask 
people for help, they ""Jill say, "You made a drive last year, and vie 
you then." For thC't ',18 are thankful, but we vJill have to make another 
drive this year end the next year. 'rie expect the Red Cross, Community 
Chest, and the March of Dimes to call on us every year. Uncle Sam makes 
a special call about April every y8ar. Ag3in, I meet good brethre who 



47 

say ,,1 gave to the school lelSt year, so I wish you "JQuld leave me ~lone." 
How~ver, Freed-Hardeman College is growing and there will of necesslty be 
a call as long as we continue to grow. Also, in addition to tuition and 
fees, we must have $70,000 a year in gifts and grants vnth which to operate 
Freed-Hardeman College before we Ccin do any kind of expanding at all. 

I wish congregations, every year, would make it possible for leaders 
of Christian schools to come into their communities and talk with brethren 
about Christian education. It is difficult to get an opportunity to speak 
in some communities about Christian education, and sometimes , even preachers 
will do many things to keep the message of Christian education from the 
people where they work. During our drive +.0 secure the Purdy property, I 
went into a community and talked ~nth the elders of the church and they 
said, Inlle will do what we can to get brethren in this community to help 
wi th this work." l",,'hen they had finished this drive, having secured about 
$1500, one of the elders of the church said to me, HOur preacher would not 
help us, not even so much as to make an announcement. We are not apprecia
tive of this and we shall be looking for a new preacher, and we want a 
preacher who is interested in helping stabilize our homes and in keeping 
Christian boys and girls in a Christian environment." These elders said 
to me, or at least one of them did, "Do you know where we can find a 
preacher who is interested in Christian education?" Would it surprise 
you when I suggest that the preacher to whom I referrerl was an alumnus of 
Freed-Hardeman College. Even though he was a graduate of Freed-Hardeman 
College, he vJOuld not say a word for Christian education and would not 
even make an announcement about the drive. This preacher was interested 
in Freed-Hardeman College, but he had been led' to believe that he would 
hurt his influence if he talked about Christian education in the con~unity. 
Of what could he be afraid? 1das he afraid to stand up and call on young 
people to do that which is right? Was he afraid to take his stand for a 
controlled curriculum and regulated environment? If he can arrange such 
without the use of a Christian school, we shall be glad to help him. We 
certainly believe that every gospel preacher should lend his influence to 
the Cause of Christian education. 

The other night, Brother H. A. Dixon, President of Freed-Hardeman 
college, made a statement concerning the necessity of refurnishing the 
Hall-Roland Dormitory. The Hall-R91and Dormitory will be remembered by 
some of you as Oakland Hall, and its name has been changed to honor 
C. P. Roland and 'tI. C. Hall. This dormitory vIas built forty years ago, 
2.nd the furniture that is being used there is composed of odds and ends 
that are neither attractive nor substantial. Most of this furniture has 
been in use for forty years, and it must be replaced. Brother Dixon 
passed out cards and asked every preacher to lend his influence to this 
cause. The statement at the top of the card reads, "I shall try to raise, 
including my gift, the money with which to furnish a room in the Hall-Roland 
Dormitory." It will take $275 to furnish each room. You Hill note that 
the card simply obligates the one who signs it to lend his influence and 
try to raise the money. I took up these cards and carefully went over 
them and much to my sorrow, only one preacher of the gospel out of approxi
matel~ five hundred signed a card, and promised to raise the money with 
which to furnish a room. Brother Dixon did not ask preachers to give 
the entire amount but to give what he could and raise the balance. 
Many preachers came around and s2id to him, "God bless you, Brother Dixon." 
But only one preacher COll:mi t ted himself to raise $275. Surely any 
preacher of the gospel has enough influence among his friends where he 
lives or has lived to raise the $275. If he does not have that many 
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friends, he should really be worried. Over here, in a Middle Tennessee 
county, we are told that a fellow ran for sheriff and received only four 
votes. The day after the election, he sholilTed up in tov..!fl wearing a gun. 
He was stopped by the elected sheriff and asked, !!'vv'hy did you come to 
town wearing a gun?!! The fellow who had received only four votes said, 
IIJ.;ny man who has as few friends as I have, should carry a gun." Brethren 
and friends, we must face this issue squarely if we are to succeed in 
Christian education. Christian men and women, including preachers, must 
quit apologizing for it, and give their influence to helping it. Many 
good Christian people think that we do not have to .. Torry about Christian 
education, that if we vall just leave it alone, it will take care of 
itself. I am thankful, however, that there are more and more good people 
who are asking to share and share every year in this good work. 'de should 
repeatedly ask people to have a part. Every alumnus of Freed-Hardeman 
College should make a definite effort every year to get people to help with 
the good "\·:ork at Freed-Hardeman College. You could ask Christian people 
to make gifts of real estate, to arrange annuities, or to give property and 
retain a life estate, as vJell as to donete cash. you are not acquainted 
with the various ways by which people can ma~e gifts to Christian education, 
it would be a pleasure to come into your community and help acquaint peo
ple with ways by which they can give and not only serve Christian education 
but be of help to them from a tax standpoint. Ask to include Freed
Hardeman College in their will.::;. 

Recently a gospel preacher, in western Kentucky, told me that he 
preached a funeral sermon of a lady who was a member of the church. This 
Christian lady had no children and was worth a great deal of money. She 
had some nieces and nephews and not a single one of them would even attend 
her funeral. He told me that she had named one of her nephews as the 
executor of her will and that he would not attend the funeral and they had 
to get him to send a telegram from Michigan before they could bury her 
body. ~e must teach people their responsibility toward Christ with the 
wealth they accumulate. -f;by should a Christian refuse to give to a worthy 
cause while living, and then leaVe his money to who will dedicate 
every dollar they get from him to the work of the devil? 

If the, cause of Christian education is worth anything, it is worth 
my influence in increasing it. Remember, it is the for which we 
work and not just for a college. A college is a expediting the 
great cause of preserving the youth of our land. cause, I want 
to dedicate '.That little time I have left in this world. 

Christian education is not something new. I shall always be indebted 
to Christian education. In 1924, I entered Abilene Christian 
I had just left the cotton patch in north Texas with $50 and an ambition 
to go to school. I had to work as I attended college, just like a lot of 
you young folks here today have to vJOrk. 'tlhen I got to Abilene, I was 
placed in an old rl::exican shack behind the building known as Shady , 
where Broth",r Batsell Baxter and his good wife lived. This old shack was 
comparable to a fegro ten'mt shack on momy of the farms in Mi 
Sister Baxter, who is nOW dead, and may God bloss her memory, came and 
saw where I lived. She vook me into her home, gave me one of the nicest 
rooms she h2d, and there I stayed for three? years and never her a 
dime. Her home l.;ras my home. S')on, I had got ten appointments and 
to earn in such a Hay that I was able to pay my keep. I VT8nt to her and 
offered to p'ly for the room, but sh',; said, "No r BrothE::r '",rallace, if you 
wlll just help someone else go to school, I shDll be \'Jell "She never 
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would accept anything for this room and to her and Brother Baxter, I shall 
always be indebted. In 1928, when I graduated from Abilene Christian 
College, like Jacob of old, I made a vow. I said to myself, "God being 
my helper, I shall never let a year pass that I do not help Christian 
education, with some of my money." Thirty and two years have come and 
gone and every year during this time, I have made a monetary contribution 
to Christian education. I feel that I should not only give of my time 
but also of my money to this cause. 

I call upon every gospel preacher to give of his time in helping 
to get young people in Christian schools. The other evening, we heard 
Brother Kenneth Reed, who is now living in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, and who 
directs the Bible chair at the University of Alabama, speak about Christian 
education. A number of years ago, when I lived and worked in Wichita, 
Kansas, I heard that there was a fine Christian young man in the Stafford 
County r:~gh School t who was an excellent speaker. I got in my car and 
drove all the way to Stafford that I might have an opportunity to talk with 
Kenneth Reed. I went to the principal of the high school and asked to have 
Brother Reed excused from class to visit with me. I persuaded him to go to 
Freed-Hardeman College, where he did an outstanding work. Later, he went 
tf) college elsewhere and is now doing a great work in Alabama. I ~~~ re never 
regretted that trip to Stafford, Kansas to see Kenneth Reed. 

In all the land, Christian men and women, and especially gospel preach
ers, should give of their time to persuade young people to go to a Christian 
school. Not only should we, as gospel preachers, give our time, but we 
should give our dollars. Sometimes, preachers say, "I am not able to give." 
I would like to ask, "Who do you think you are kidding?" Every gospel 
preacher can help in some way. If you are n?t satisfied with the job you 
have, just go down and get a job at the filling station. It is strange t~at 
when I go into a town to solicit funds from brethren that the man who oper
ates the filling station can give but the preacher cannot give. If you 
are not satisfied with your job, go down to a store and make application 
for a job. I thank God that preachers are well supported. In most places, 
they receive not only an excellent salary but they get their homes furnished, 
and also their gas, lights, water, and telephone bills are paid. Many of 
them receive an allowance with which to operate their car. There is no 
better job in the land today than that of doing local work with the average 
congregation. wlery gospel preacher can give if he wants to give and it 
is my opinion that ~.:- every one of us would make up our minds and would 
actually give of our own money every year, then we would be out talking 
with others to get them to give, too. Certainly a man's heart is where 
his treasure is. Today, ~ll over America we should have a great band of 
dedicated Christians dedicated to the cause of Christian education. 

It is not so important as to where this cause is carried out as it 
is that the task be done. There is no doubt that the best environment we 
can provide for our young people is to be found on the campuses of Christian 
schools. In these schools, we have an opportunity to maintain a curriculum 
that is Chr,ist-centered, and conducted by men and women dedicated to the 
x~ster. ~ for me, I shall continue to ask people to help in this good 
work and I-plead TNith you to join with me and others in getting a larger 
group to have a part. 

Recently, we have a had a number of new schools to begin operation. 
The President of one of our very fine colleges said to me, "If the brethren 
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do not stop starting so many things, we are 211 going to starve to death." 
I thought about that for some time ~nd then came to this conclusion. We 
need all these schools and yet if we could ",ho have never had 
a part to participate, vIe would have sufficient funds to do the job. Only 
ten per cent of Christian people support Christian education. If we can 
get this ninety per cent, who have neVer had a , to come to the aid of 
this great cause, the,e will be sufficient funds for the old schools and 
all the new schools. 
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c. oaths, 5~33-37 
d. Concerning requital of injuries, 5:38-42 
e. Concerning love of enemies, 5:43-48 

II. Discussion of in Matthew 5:1-48 

A. Discussion of 
New Testament use 

; Classical, Old Testament, and 

B. Elements of service by the disciples: Poor in spirit, 
mourn, ;11eek, hunger and thirst) merciful, pure in heart, 
peacemakers, 

C. Influence and responsibility of the disciples: 

l. 
2. 
3n s 
4. The duty: exercise abilities and blessings for good 

D. Jesus and the law; 

1. of terms: 

2. Specific instances: 
a. l1urder: 

(1) comnandment in the law, Deut. 5:17; Ex.20:1) 
(2) Rabbinic addition and lIexplanation. II 
(3) Harnings against acts which might lead to murder: 

terms defined 
(4) Admoni-i.;ions about settlin::.: differences before 

the of murder is reached 
(5) of the law 0= Jesus is seen 

b. Adultry and divorce: 

Co 

(1') Statement of the Old Testament, Deut. 5:18, Ex. 20:14 
(2) Dangers to be faced: Look, Right eye 
(3) Divorce: Deut, 24:1, difficulty according 

to Jews, restrictioll by Jesus 
(4) Superiority of J~sus! teaching 

(2) 

(3) 
( 4) 
(5) 

words of the Old Testament, Lev. 19:11,12: 
Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11,23:21: Num. 30:8 
Jewish teachers understood the law correctly, 
but evaded its application in practice 
Jesus !lfulfi11sl! the teacfling on oaths 
Yea and Nay 
Greatness of the la1--l of Christ seen 

d. of injuries: 
(1) The old law, Ex. 21:24; Deut. 19:21; Lev. 24;20 
(2) statement of Jesus, application in four real:'); 
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(a) Personal violence 
(b) Vexing law cases 
(c) Public exactions 
(d) Troublesome begging and borrowing 

(3) Superiority of the words of Jesus 

The 
(1) 

love of one1s enemies: 
The law of old, Lev. 19:18, deduction by the 
Jewish teachers 
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(2) 
(3) 

The different course enjoined by Jesus 
Necessity for such course seen in action of God, 
seen in avoidance of conduct by the publicans 

CONCLUSION 

and Pharisees 
(4) General summary 
(5) Superiority of the words of Jesus 

I. Jesus ends this series of particulars in which he has compared 
his teachings with the law and the current explanation of the 
Jews. In his remarks one sees that far from designing to relax 
the obligations of morality enjoined by the law, the Lord has 
indicated requirements far more stringent than the old law. 
Far from removing these requirements, Jesus has extended their 
application not merely to the letter, but to all that is in
volved in the law. 

II. In subsequent words Jesus applies and explains his principles 
more completely in this matchless discourse. 
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GOD J..ND N;:..TURJ.L SCIENCE 

Robert L. Witt 

A. INTRODUCTION 

I, Definiton of terms 

a. God - The God of creation, the God of nature, the only true 
and living God as revealed in His word, the Bible. 

b. Natural Science - Divisions of the physical and biological 
sciences - cf. Astr,onomy, chemistry, geology, 
physics, biology, etc. 

II. Constant exposure of our youth to infidelity and skepticism 

a. Above 90% of the science faculties of our I~erican univer
sities are naturalistic or materialistic in creed. Our 
teachers of tomorrow are receiving their science training 
under infidel professors. 

b. The textbooks of grade schools, high schools, and colleges 
contain highly fanciful and imaginary theories that contra
dict truth as presented by the scriptures and as discovered 

5S 

by experimental science. These false theories are supplemented 
by graphic illustrations which cause the immature student 
to accept them as truth. (Some examples from current text
books cited). 

B. EXPL./I.NATIONS AND lOR BELIEFS RELJ~TIVE TO THE EXISTING FHYSICAL UNIVERSE. 
IISomething is, therefore something wasil is known as "physical necessity." 
(See :tF.i.lligan ' s lIScheme of Redemption. II) 

I. The Chance of Probability Theory. Everything just happened to 
be. The earth and life on it in particular is an accident of 
accidents. This theory is so unreasonable that many noted 
scientists now call it repugnant to intelligence. 

II. Materialism. This exlanation holds that matter is eternal and 
energy, intelligence and life result from matter. Contrary to 
modern nuclear physics. 

a. Explosion of atomic bombs. Matter is destroyed as such, 
being converted into energy. Therefore, it is not eternal. 

b. Explanation of energy from our sun. j~stronomy teaches that 
the sun is losing 4,000,000 tons per second. 

III. Pantheism (naIl God n) This belief makes nature identical with 
God. Hence, all creatures, according to the belief, are a part 
of God. But God is not nature; he is over all of the creation 
and naural processes. He is the God of Nature. 
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Theism 

a. Dualism _ God and are considered eternal. We have just 
proved matter cannot be eternal. It was created by God. (Gen. 
1:1; Heb. 11:3) 

b. Christian Realism. God is transcendent and is over matter. 
He set the laws of nature into operation but is not now control
ling natural processes. 

c. Personal Pluralistic Idealism. This belief in addition to 
Christian Realism, holds th2t God is a heavenly father 
whose hand. is now in every natural process. speaker 
subscribes to this In support the following are offered: 
(1) He upholds all things by the word of his povJer. (Heb. 1:3); 
(2) The constant kinetic energy of molecules. This is con
trary to all observation of matter, unless molecules are con-
stantly being with additional energy. (See Hamilton IS 

liThe Basis of Christian Faith. II) 

C. CREATION 

I. The theory of Organic Evolution. This theory is in conflict 
with the Genesis account of creation and also with some basic 
laws of biology. 

II. Theistic Evolution. Approved by Catholicism. Only a few forms 
were created and other species evolved from them. Con-
trary to the - "Like begets like" or 1Ieach kind brought 
forth after its kind. fI 

III. Progressive Creation. (See Rarrun's "The Christian View of 
Science and Scripture.") This view disregards the chronologi
cal order of the days of Genesis 1 and makes a "hodgepodge" of 
the Bible account. 

IV. Possible Explanations of Genesis 1. 

a. The "gap" theory - Advocated by Rimmer (See Rimmer's 
IlNodern Science and the Genesis Record tl ). Not definitely 
proved, but is a possibility. Two creations. Also, taught 
by Milligan and held by a large number of present day 
gospel preachers. 

b. The "Navel" theory. Expounded by Gosse. Adam created as 
a grown man, but with a navel. Everything was created with 
the appearance that it had developed naturally. 

c. The "time element ll theory. This idea emphasizes the mira-
culous nature of creation. The of Genesis 1 are actual 
days as We know them, but the by God in one day 
would be comparable to that by nature in 
thousands of years. 



D. THE CONFLICT BETVJEEN SCIENTISTS AND FlThlDAlvIENT ALISTS 

I. Some theories of science conflict v!ith a belief in God and in 
His word. Theories are lIaccepted ll speculation. }'lany theories 
accepted only a few years ago by scientists have already been 
disproved and rejected. No proven fact of science disproves 
the Bible. 

II. The Bible does not say thct God created this universe 6,000 
years ago. This time is counted from man's history upon the 
earth. (See Sec. C, IV.) 

E. NATURE CONFLICTS lHTH SCIENTIFIC THEORIES. 

I. Nebular Hypothesis disproved by two moons of Jupiter which were 
traveling in reverse to what this theory taught. 
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II. Geology says that soft strata of rock being the youngest would 
lie on top of the harder layers. Exception found in Rocky 
Mountains and in Europe. Did God do this to "confound the wise"? 

III. Theory of Organic Evolution has no explanation of instincts, -
birds building nexts, activity of bees, etc. Can be observed 
by all, but understood by none. Instincts are inborn. 

F. CONCLUSIONS: 

God is the First and Final Cause. Begin with God and with 
Genesis 1:1 and everything else makes sense. Without God science 
can explain nothing. Ultimately, life is meaningless and a baffling 
puzzle. 
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TRAINING OF THE T'h'ELVE 

Thomas Scott 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

Meaning of the word disciple 
l. Learner 
2. One taught 

Meaning of the word apostle--one sent 

C211ing of the disciples 
1. Time different from the calling of apostles 
2. Begins with Hatt. 4:18-19. Mk. 1:16, Lk. 5: 1 

Calling of the apostles 
1. ~Nhen? According to John 6:4, before the feeding of the five 

thousand 
2. According to Matt. iO:l ff, before mission to Galilee 
3. In ik. 6:13-17 indication is apostles appointed immediately 

preceding the Sermon m the Mount 

DISCUSSION 

A. The choosing of the apostles 
1. lNhy these called? 

a. ~racter suitable for apostolic work 
b. Training already given made them especially prepared as 

they were Christ's disciples at the time of appointment 
2. Nere the twelve when called disciples of John the Baptist? 

a. One kno~m to be John1s disciple--John 1:35.40 
b. Others called in the same area most likely to have been 

under the influence of John the Baptist 

B. Preparation of the twelve before their being chosen 
1. By the prophets 

a. Jews were schooled in the prophets 
b. Prophets foretold the nature of the kingdom--Dan. 2:44 

2. By the lalv 
a. The law taught in the synagogue 
b. Moses as lawgiver had taught that one would come after him 

like unto him. Deut. 18:15 
3. Perhaps by the teachings of John the Baptist 

a. It is possible that others like Jesus in Galilee had learned 
of John's Preaching in the wilderness. His fame must have 
been noised abroad and his message carried by travelers and 
traders throughout the region along the Jordan 

b. It seems primarily the people of Jerusalem and Judea and 
all the region thereabout went to hear John. Matt. 3:5, 
Y.k. 1:5 

c. No definite proof of specific need for discipleship of 
John as Jesus preached the same message in the early part 
of his misistry. }~. 1:14-15 

4. By the teachings of Christ in some instances 
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C. Primary responsibility of the teaching and training of the twelve 
fell upon Jesus after the official choosing of the twelve. 
1. Jesus named the twelve "apostles." Lk. 6:13-16 
2. Jesus had a special reason for appointing the twelve 
3. Jesus was to charge the twelve. Natt. 16:5. 28: 19-20 
4. The twelve belonged to Jesus, having been given him by the 

Father. John 17:6 

D. Purposes of the calling of the twelve. Mk.3:14 
1. That they might be with Christ 
2. That he might send them forth to teach 
3. That they might have authority to cast out demons. (Exercise 

power of performing different types of miracles.) 

E. All that was done and spoken by Jesus in the presence of the 
apostles was to serve for the preparation of the twelve apostles 
for the great work they would acc~mplish after Jesus was no 
longer with them. 

F. The personal ministry of Christ when understood as a period of 
training of the twelve takes on a new significance. It is not 
that Jesus accomplished nothing on earth but the training of the 
twelve. but that in establishing faith in the twelve he proved 
that he was the Son of God. Bywords and deeds he was preparing 
them for future work and at the same time allowing others to get 
some understanding of the nature of his teachings. 

G. Elements in the training of the twelve 
1. Conversations of Jesus and personal associations with him. 

John 4:4-42 Note especially 4:27-33 In this part one example. 
2. The public teachings of Christ 

a. Sermon on the Mount--Matt. 5,6,7 
b. Teaches from the book. Lk. 4:16-30 (Disciples probably 

there). 
c. Teachings of Christ occasioned by the plucking of grain 

on the Sabbath Day in which Jesus was declared to be both 
Lord of the Sabbath and greater than the temple. 

3. The miracles. signs, and wonders performed by Christ 
a. Ydracles whether performed in the presence of Christ or 

others given for the purpose of establishing faith. 
b. The twelve more often present than anY other group 
c. The apostles. tlerefore, profited most from the miracles 

of Christ. 
d. The twelve were subjected to greater trials than others, 

therefore. needed greater faith. 
e. The faith of the apostles varied in intensity 

(1) Matt. 6:30 " ••• 0 ye of little faith." 
(2) Lk. 17:5 IIAnd the apostles said unto the Lord, 

Increase our faith.1I 
(3) Mk. 16 d7 IIAnd these signs shall accompany them that 

believe ••• " 
f. There must have been a reason for the presence of the 

disciples at the first recorded miracle of Christ. As the 
glory of Christ was manifested through this miracle there, 
his diSCiples believed on him because of it. Greater 
glory and added belief must have accompanied the other 
miracles done in the presence of the twelve. cf. John 20:30-31 
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4. Parables 
a. Mk. 4:10 "And when he was alone, they that were about h1.m 

with the twelve asked of him the parables. 1I 

b. Lk. 8:9-10 "And his disciples asked him, say, wbat might 
this parablo be? And he said, "Unto you it is given to 
know the m,ysteries of the kingdom of God ••• " 

5. The wODk done in fulfillment of the limited commission. 
Matt. 5:5-42 
a. Apostles had been taught previously 
b. Apostles previously observed the words and works of Christ 

in their extent and effect 
c. The mission on vlhich they were now sent would prove to them 

training, uEing the teachings he had given them and the 
power he placed in their hands. This was similar to the 
work they would accomplish in the establishiment of the 
church and in the spread of the gospel. 

6. The apostles prepar~ for the death and return of Jesus by 
his discourse with them concerning his going away. 
John 13:31--16:33 

III. CONCLUSION 

A. All things that God has done have been prepared for and carried 
out as planned. 

B. The work of preaching the gospel is no exception to the above rule. 

C. hfter having prepared the people by the prophets for generations, 
Goe prepared the apostles through the personal ministry of Christ 
that they might sound forth the word of God and establish faith 
among the nations. 

D. During the lifetime of these prepared ren, the gospel was carried 
throughout the whole vmrld. 

E. If such thorough teaching and training was required for the preach
ing of the gospel in the first century, then surely we cannot 
expect to get the same results in our century unless those who 
are to teach and to preach receive the best of teaching and 
training. 

F. Regardless of whether the teacher be a public pro claimer of the 
truth or a teacher of smaller groupe, adequate training built on 
the best of proper characteristics is required for proper 
preparation. 
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SELECT PARABI2S OF CHRIST 

James Fotts 

INTRODUCTION 

I. The beginning of Christ's parabolic teaching--cf. Matt. 12; 13:1 

A. The occasion of it--ccntext 

B. The purpose such tea chine 
l. To reveal truth 
2. To conceal truth 
3. To embalm truth 
4. To cause men to assent to truth before they understood 

its application 

( D. R. Dungan, Hermeneutics, pp. ,231) 

Either Jesus collected these Seven parables in the teaching of one 
or Matthew collected them as he wrote 

A. All of them relate to the kingdom 
B. A study shows that they reveal three different views of the 

kingdom 

III. we must remember their misunderstanding of the nature of the 
kingdom. and their likely misunderstanding of the vlords of John 

Matt. 3:12 

DISCUSSION: THREE VIEwS OF THE KTI.fGOON 

1. DISAPPOINTHElJT (Sower, Tares, Net) 

A. The Sower-- Hatt. 13: 3-9; 18-23 
1. The soils--the hearts of men 

a. The Wayside soil 
(1) A trodden path 
(2) Soil good. but hard as rock 

b. The stony soil 
(1) Shallow, over bed of rock--cf. Psalm 129:6 
(2) Enthusiast--results would be gratifying at first 
(3) Tribulation \"ould c.::mse to wither 
(4) Like the man of Luke 9:57 

c. Thorny soil 
(1) Neither hardened, or shallovl--but impure 
(2) The divided beart--cf. Luke 9: 

d. Goorl soil 
(1) Bring forth fruit. This '~!ould be outstandinf;, but 

the ttought that some soils '~7ould r~ot bring forth 
fruit at <111 must have been astonishing to those 
.. ,,(ha expected an earthly kingdom ushered in by a 
triumph;int 

63 



64 

B. The parable of the Tares Matt. 13:24-30, 36-43 

1. The tares--the most important part of the analogy--cf. 
the question of the disciples v.36 
a. On the nature of this plant see Trench, Bruce, Thompson 

et als. 
b. Represents counterfeit Christians--or those who although 

they are the children of the devil, so closely resemble 
the wheat or the children of the kingdom as to be con
sidered part of it. 

2. The ultimate separation at the harvest, the end of the world 

C. The Parable of the Net Hatt. 13 :47-50 

1. Much of this parable is like the parable of the tares 

2. The net--a seine--draw net 
a. Used by historians to describe the military conquests 

of great armies 
b. It is all-embracing, excludes nothing 

3. Gathered of every kind 
a. Some fish were unclean--and would so have been under

stood by the hearers cf. Lev. 11:9-12 
b. Separation therefore necessary--but at the proper time 

4. Angels shall saparate--at the end of the world v. 49 

II. ENCOURAGEJv;:ENT--VICTORY--GROwrH 01ustard seed, leaven) 

A. Mustard seai-13:31,32 

1. Jesus slected something which would approximately repre
sent the church at the beginning and at later times 

2. Small at beginning--yet phenomenal gr~Nth 

B. The leaven 13:33 
1. Not the outward, but the inner transformation 
2. Leaven--a lump of old dough--spreads by contagion 
3. An accurate picture of the growth of the early church. 

It worked silently, sometimes secretly--but it overcame 
and grew 

III. THE TRUE VALUE OF THE KINGOOM (treasure, pearl) 

A. Parable of treasure v. 44 

1. But one real point made: the value of that treasure was 
so great it was worth whatever it '.'1as necessary to pay to 
gain it 
a. The buyer did not in fact pay for the treasure--he 

bought only the field 
b. "selleth all that he h3th" It vIas worth it 

B. The precious pearl v. 45 



B. The precious pearl v. 45 

1. The pearl was to t:1em what the diamond is to us--the most 
precious 

2. T.!o views of the merchant 
a. That he was a merchant who dealt in pearls. If so, he 

stood to gain immensely from his purchase 

b. That he was merely a collector, a fancier of pearls, and 
therefore his choice was based on the aesthetic value of 
the pearl 

(1) This also Hill aptly portray the kingdom, and will fit 
into the design of the parable--to sho.! the absolute 
value of the kingdom 

(2) Some would have considered his conduct foolish--as the 
world will consider some foolish who would give up all 
to possess the kingdom 

C. These two parables form a fitting sequel to the first--the sower 

1. There the thorny soil--the divided heart--not willing to pay 
the price-- but here, willing to sell all 

2. These tvJO did just what the riCirh young ruler (Matt. 19) was 
unwilling to do 

CONCLUSION 
1. The three views 
2. The timeliness in application to the church today 
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FREED-HARDEHp,N roOSTER CLUB 

Speech February 7, 1961 

J. F.Kurfees, Jr. 

Sometime ago Brother Dixon wrote me a letter asking if I would be on 
this program here this evening. I count it a rare privilege and a great 
honor to be asked to perform this task tonight, as well as a very pleas
ant duty. I \-1ould far rather change places lNith one of you--which 
reminds me of the story of the hog and the hen. 'dalking down the road 
one day, they saw an advertisement for "Ham & Eg~s, II which prompted the 
hog to say to the hen: ItThat's just one day1s work for you, but it's 
a real sacrifice for me. I! 

But as captain on a brand new airliner said over the intercom to his 
passengers on board, I!This is your captain speaking. Today we are going 
on a most memorable flight; we have 550 passengers and 47,000 pounds of 
freight, and just as soon as I get up the nerve, I going to take off." 

So's take off. As long as we are talking about an airplane, 
let's talk about speeds for a moment, because we are living in a very 
fast age. I cut out a chart sometime ago from the Courier-Journal that 
shows the 120 years of progress in delivering the mail. For example, 
in 1840 it took 42 days by ship to transport a letter from New York to 
San Francisco, in 1850. 24 days by train and stage, in 1860, 10 1/2 
by train and pony expresS, and in 1876, 4 1/2 days by train, in 1921. 
1 1/3 days by plane, in 1958, 5 1/2 hours by jet and in 1960 (?) 4 
seconds by electronics to travel the 3030 miles from New York to 
San Francisco. That begins to show us how fast 1ve are living, and we 
haven't seen the end of it yet. But just as we have speeded up our 
meanS of transportation and delivery, we must reform and re-assess 
our values of time •••• 

But "Ii th all of these marvelous inventions of the airplaine, tele
vision, radio, telephones, etc., as our president said the other day, 
our country is in a deplorable condition, Yes it is, because it is 
surrounded now completely by communist dominated countries--and time's 
awasting. The United States is the last bulwark of Freedom, the last 
bulwark of any nation that can preach and teach according to the dic
tates of its heart and conscience. As just indicated, time is of the 
essence. That whereas the Apostle Peter Hrote (in 2 Peter 3: 8) II But 
forget not his one thing beloved, that a day is 10fith the Lord as a 
thdUsand years, and a thousand years as one day.1! We do not have a 
thousand years--all the Lord gave to mankind was one day at a time 
and man never knOlis whether there will be a next one. Therefore, we 
are concerned with the tools necessary to building a finer institution 
of higher learning, with buildings, rooms, teachers, operators. These 
are the tools necessary with which we must produce the product--the 
product, of course, is the educated boy and girl. 

No,," 1ve are told repeatedly that we lack these tools, not only here 
at Freed-Hardeman College, but throughout the length and breadth of our 
land. IIJe also lack qualified teachers, as well as classrooms, dormi-
tories, laboratories, etc. i)resident Kennedy in his report to the 
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nation, we are short classrooms for 2 million children. now over-crowding 
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present facilities, and these children are being taught by 90, 000 
teachers improperly qualified. One-third of our most prornisin's high 
school graduates are financially unable to pursue their education. He, 
President Kennedy, states that there were 5 times as many college stud
ents in 1960 as there were in 1950. Yes, Gentlemen, because you rose 
up this morning and ate breakfast with 8,000 more than you did yesterday-
and there will be 8,000 more tomorrow morning waiting for you to eat 
breakfast too, and the succeeding mornings to come, because that's about 
the speed at which we are bearing children in this country •••• 

Mr. Barry Goldwater, just as much of an eX?ert, and just as eminent 
as Mr. Kennedy, reflects an entirely different attitude, and one which 
I have believed in for many years. They can and should raise this money 
on a local level; as a matter of fact, Gentlemen, as Senator Goldwater 
states, The Federal Government has no Constitutional license to provide 
funds for Federal education. It again is one of those prostituted 
things that is b~ing done to the Constitution of the United States, to 
the minds of the Supreme Court, the Executive branch of the Government, 
and I am sorry to say, most of the Legislature. The Constitution of the 
United States is but a scrape of paper, written by old fogies in times 
that do not now exist, and if they had their way, they would do away with 
it completely. And, of course, when it goes, a free conscience to study 
the Bible as we see fit, will go with it, because we will be a police 
state. Please Understand That. I have no doubt but that l,:r. Kennedy 
is a one-worlder and will do what he can to guide this country into that 
police state. 

Now, Freed-Hardeman College continues to be a bulwark against such 
tripe as the President's misinforming statements; but we cannot here go 
into all of the philosophy that prompts such statements, for there 
isn't time. We can apply, however, the fact, and the fact is simply 
this: Freed-Hardeman College must prepare for increased enrollment as 
the years come So swiftly to us. But why should We be so concerned over 
one college that is by most standards a small college in size. Well, 
first, it teaches the plain, unvarnished truth of the Bible. Two, by So 
teaching it, each boy becomes a soldier for God first, and the preserva
tion of this country second against the black menace of Communism. 
Three, Freed-Hardeman College_has never known Federal payola, and next 
in importance, the raw marerial supplied to F .H.C. 

Let's take a good look at it; let's take a look at the quality of the 
boy of 1960-61 compared to the boy of the time of W. W. II for example. 
May I cite here from a report that fell i~ the hands of our milirary 
during the Korean War. 

" ••• we have enough men in brigs and prisons to fully man 5 Foresthal 
carriers, or enough people to man the entire submarine force." In 1958, 
the simple administration of disciplin~ry action within the Navy cost 
you and me, the taxpayers, 45 million dollars--that is, in the Navy alone. 
The writer, before giving this report, makes this statement: "Personally, 
I have a feeling that the United States is suffering from lethargy, 
lethargy toward everything, including the very ideals and principles upon 
which this nation, our society, all of the Western Civilization, are 
founded--and are being lethargic at a time whEm we can ill afford to." 
Vie are facing something more inSidious, more corrosive, than anything 
free men have ever faced in the past. 'Of course, I am 



talking about International Communism. One hundred years ago there 
wasn't a Communist on the face of the earth, the kind we know today. 
Just over 43 years there wasn't a Communist state in the world, and 
today those people rule or otherwise control 900 million people, 40 
per cent of t.he earth's population, II 

Of course, Nikita Krushchev said he's going to buy you and me; that 
has almost become a trite statement. We have been satisfied to call 
Communism bad names and then ignore it ~ hopes that it would go away, 
in spite of the fact these people are doing the same thing that Hitler 
did when he wrote "Mein Kampf," and then proceeded to do exactly what 
he said he was going to do. 

Now 7,000, roughly, Americans became prisoners of the Communist for 
what averaged out to be 3 1/2 years. These young men were pretty much 
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a fair cross section of the United states. They worked in Super Markets, 
went to the Colleges and Universities, andworked in flight lines of the 
Naval Air Station. They weren't professional soldiers, and they weren't 
misfits; many were volunteers. In other words, these boys were not 
uneducated However, these men behaved so differently from 
our expectations that the scientists were badly shaken, and this isn't 
what you normally expect of a group of scientists. 

During World War II, just 18 years before this took place, the 
Japanese and Germans read at great length about these recalcitrant, 
irreverent, impossible prisoners they had to deal with, the Americans. 
They had a diabolical sense of humor, combined with attempts to escape, 
that just drove them nuts. This never happened in Korea, but what did 
happen was this;'P.F.C. Johhny Jones, 10"Jer middle class background, 
small urban community, high school education, wrote letters home, but 
not like he i<1aS taught to write in the ninth grade, but rather in terms 
of Communist dialectician urging his mother or wife, whichever the case 
may be, to ban together with other thinking people to stop this slaugh
ter of innocent people by the Capitalist Wall Street War Mongers. The 
thing that hurts 80 badly is that those letters didn't only show up in 
the United States, but in the free nations around the globe. And when 
these are teetering and tottering on the edge of going Communist, 
letters like this don't help the United States a bit. 

Now these boys were not coerced in this. For what happened in Korea 
was not the same thing that happened to Missionaries and the famous 
Cardinal Mynzenty case. Not by a long shot. The system used by the 
Soviet Chinese was one developed by the old Czar Secret Police and pol
ished up by the Soviets and then given some last minute gimmicks by the 
Chinese. Based on this premise, the American soldier has weak loyalties 
to his faMily, his community, his religion, his country, and his fellow 
soldiers. His concepts for right and wrong are hazy and ill-formed. 
Opportunism is easy for him. By himself he feels frightened and insecure. 
He underestimrttes his own worth, his strength and his very ability to 
survive. He is ignorant of social values, social tensions and conflicts. 
There is little knowledge, even among university gradustes, of American 
political history, philosophy, Federal, state, and corrununity organizations, 
state and civil right, freedom safe-~~ards, checks and balances, and 
how these things allegedly operate within his own system, etc. So they 
proceded to educate our boys. 



Let me impress upon you this fact. They did not do this brain-washing 
job by torture. No burning bamboo slivers under the finger nails, or any
thing like that. Here's what happened: A young, unarmed Chinese gave 
them their first lesson and here's about what he said to them: "Gentlemen, 
we welcome you to the ranks of the people. He're glad that we have 
liberated you from the Capitalist \-Jar Mongers who sent you here. We know 
you did not start the war. He know you didn't want to come here and we 
know (and this is tragic is a great number of cases) that you don't know 
why you are here. So we have no fight. 1.rJe have no argument with you, 
so we want to offer you a deal. (Now this waS the deal and it is just 
as wonderful and as materialistic as everything you hear on your radioS, 
televisions, read in your magazines and newspapers around here. It's 
part of this wonderful new philosophy we seem to have developed--buy it 
now, pay for it when, th5'lY catch you.) All the Chinese want from you is 
your physical cooperation. Don't fight the problem, sit back, relax, 
take it easy, and see what's going to happen. Now, in return for this 
we will give you--first, nc work. There are no slave camps in China 
or Korea. That's just Capitalist propaganda. Secondly, we will give you 
the best food and medical care and clothing and shelter we can provide. 
It won't be real good, because China is a poor countr,y, but we will give 
you the best we have. And third p we will give you an opportunity for 
that thing you Americans value most--a chance to learn the truth. We 
are going to tell you what we believe to be the truth about your country 
and our country and what's going on in the world and how the people are 
rising up and then after they have used up enough of the surplus tanks 
made by General Motors, and burned up enough smokeless powder made by 
the Duponts, and after the profits are great enough, and this senseless 
slaughter ends, we want you to go back to America, to your own fine homes 
and families, and we want you to tell them what you believe the truth to be. II 

It's not a bad speech, is it? Remember this was spoken by a Chinese, 
undoubtedly educated in one of our Universities, spoke idomatic English, 
could talk about tntting averages, who was going to p]ay in the Rose Bowl, 
etc. Those things our boys and girls seem to know more aboutthan any. 
thing else. But let's go on six months later and see what happened. 
Incidentally, this brain-washing course was written by a school of the 
social sciences right up in New York City. It's on the subversive 
acti~ities list of both the Congress and the Attorney General. 

Now the second indoctrination period came and it was pretty standard 
Communist stuff. They talked of social injustices, child labor and 
slavery, company police being hired by Capitalist to shoot down innocent 
labor leaders, and of course, they used copies of the Chicago Tribune to 
describe the bloody shootings down around Gary, Hammond, and Michigan 
City, Indiana. They discussed the United Nations charter and how the 
United states Was violating it every day by its fleet off of Korea. I 
wonder if Freed-Hardeman College talks about those kind of things to its 
boys. Incidentally, we don't talk enough about the serious things of 
life to our boys and girls. We think that they probably aren't inter
ested; but not so with the Chinese. Now these lectures would last 
sometimes four to six hours, during which time the prisoners would be 
standing. The only thing they had to do then was discuss it. They 
could be for it or against it. but they had to enter into the discus
sion of it. If they did a real good job, they were rewarded with a few 
cigarets or a little bit of extra sugar--things that mean something to 
a prisoner of war--and they had little theatre groups. 



Invariably the first production. of course. was nUncle Tom's Cabin. II 
They neVt-.:r left th(7)se kids alone. lly these kind of articles 
appeared. Here's an example signed by a • F. C.: "I wish to express 
my profound and heartfelt gratitude to the members of the Chinese People's 
Volunteer Arnw for teaching me to read and write English, because in 
the Cc,pitalist Imperialist community of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
where I c"me from, only the sons of wealthy capitalists are permitted 
to learn to read and write. t ?F .C.) 

You see by this time these boys had lost completely their dignity 
of manhood. Th~ next thing was informing and self-criticism as a major 
part of the life in the Community Horld. "Informingll is so basic that 
we must understand that it can take place in circumstances where you 
abandon our belief that an individual man has worth and dignity, that 
he is entitled to certain things, such as privacy. ~Nhen you throw 
away and accept the community idea thc,t man is merely a fragment of a 
class engaged in a great class struggle, then informing ceases to be 
miserable and becomes a social responsibility, and that is how it was 
done to these men. 

The informers informed on little things. Nothing military. Nothing 
exceedingly important--stealing a turnip, using the latrine improperly-
those are the things. The informer was immediately held up as a worth
while member of the people and was rewarded again 1.vi th a few cigarets 
and a little sugar. The man informed on was never punished. Instead 
he was taken aTtJaY in what the prisoners called a IIwalking conference." 
One of the young Chinese would put his arm around his shoulders and walk 
off with him and encourage him to confess. !tWe know you did this thing. 
It's unimportant. Don't Horry about it. 'Why don't you clear your 
conscience and straighten thin~s out Hith your buddies. Tell them that 
you did this thing. Don't worrJ about it anymore, and while you are at 
it, write it down and sign it, will you?" The prisoners thought it was 
a silly. grade-school like game. 

Now here is the final result. The I,hole code of ethics for captured 
prisoners was re-written and the indcotrination by our ovm soldiers 
began immediately. It was very basic and very simple and I wish I had 
time to to into it, but I want to give the result of all this, and I'll 
quote again: IlA few years ago the army tried, convicted and executed a 
man named Gallagher up in New York City on two cou~ts of first degree 
murder. Now Gallagher had been hOUSed in a hut in 30 degree below zero 
weather with about forty other prisoners of war. Two of those prisoners 
became socially unacceptable. They contracted dysentary. So Gallagher 
one night just ~icked both of them up by the scruff of the neck and 
threw t hem outside the hut. Of course, they died immediately. Now 
here is the. conversation on the witness stand. It went something like this: 

"Soldier, were you in the hut when Gallagher threw those men out in 
tbe cold?lI 

"Yes, Sir t II 

"Well, what were you doing, Soldier?lI 

"Well, you see, Sir, it was very cold in the hut and we were all 
huddling together and you knOv.1 you have to share body heat just to 
stay alive.!! 

"\t1ell, Soldier. did you see Gal1ae;her thro'.J those rr,en out of the hut?" 
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"Yes, Sir! II 

lilt/ell, did you do anything to Gallagher'? II 

"Because I did;.'t think it was any of my busin0ss. II 

~lhen we to the point itIhere ,'Ie think love is a completely passive 
thing, when Tile are passi-.rc vJitncsses to those who us, then believe 
me "JO are in serious trouble, 

is the picture. To just what protion of the youth 
of our applies today is most difficult to tell. But I am sure 
that in the ~lcl"L<.ll'a:_ C::Y'J::sc events this college here has some of those 
boys in ~,t.::; n.:S..d~;t, To say that it is lamentable, is putting it in 
a very mild "Tay. 

I hope all ;:'Y'escnt here tonight, see the dire need for in-
creased of this school. H01iJ it can be clone is something that 
I tvould rather leave to the I am not a fund-raiser. I kno1i1 
nothing of it:::; techniques < Although I have read a book on the subject, 
I don!t feel that h, H;akes me an I can suggest this book to you 
as one the finest on tne ect that I have ever had the pleasure of 
having. The t:l,tle of it is "Fund Raising for Higher Education, IT by 
John " I Hi.ll be glad to you that name after this 
meeting is ovG'.' <, 

Needless to ;3ay that money is the life-blood of most institutions and 
I am sux'<:) th2t B!,0t~8x IJixrm, 'vhl11ace, and others ,("auld enthusiastically 
agree. ',.Tith tIle:; G.etl:~~..::i:,tio;l 0:" the dollar comes the ever-increasing need 
for more and JicOrel",c-n'2y, FOl' if We deposited :~l, 000 in 1939 and 
19L~0 and dre~l it ou'~ YC]ste:cday, He would only actually have received in 
value $470. Th"",t i:J t;le va~\le of poc.rer compared to ~"hen it was 
deposited, v~111J.o of the dol1.::r has gone do;m to such an extent th&t 
we have since COlli", to the unimportance a million 
dollars, and "vO are :J.C~'J calking i"l ~,erms of billions. 'IJhen I was a kid, 
a million anytLi:rg :.", alI ;I'E: lmev: about f and it was reserved for only 
three s--.bacteria coun~ ,. dandruff, and J c~m D. Rockefeller. Now the 
liJOrd "million" no lO;1ger serves as a us.:;ful unit of quantities 
of dollars. He are talking at out an 80-bi= ~:',on dollar for 1961-62. 
I liTonder hOI" wmy ha-lc an accurate of ,,[hat a dollars is 
like. Let I s sec if "Je can conjure up some illustrations: 

Take a stack of 0:18 -ch,)Usand collar billS$place one on of the 
other. honen the st.ack is os high as the vJashington Nonument, you haven It 
qui to a bilLion lIars c)'len yap push dO'em on top ,Ii th all your 
miz,ht 

If 1,\'e starhxl cl)llnt~ng minutes ut the.) beginning of Christ I s birth here 
on earth, 'iJC "Jould h;lVC c()l.mted up to only one billion, 30 million, 2S 

of Jnnuary Ie I lrcention th,,: (30-bill ion dollar Th8t repre-
sentc:~ p (~;V;!,:! man, ";oi:1~m, c:li lei iT} L 11.) coun try 1 because one 
billion i~~ 'c3c;n1..c-:'i l),Y .35. I'" fadJy of .5 this ,,[ould represent 
an ,.., h~11.. to pay it )ff tOl,lorrol,J-,-of ~2, 140. 
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~1y friends, the job here at Freed-Hardeman is a big one. Again, the 
Apostle Peter said in 2 Peter 3:8, "But forget not this one thing, Beloved, 
that one day is ~nth the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as 
one day." But, as I have already said, we don't have that thousand years. 
We only have the one day. We only have the ~, and ~ is the time for 
us to give thought and attention and talents to greater support in 1961 
for Freed-Hardeman College. 

I hope this evening I have been able to bring you something that will 
make you stop and think, that will send you on your way from here deter
mined to do a better job in 1961 and in the years ahead, if we are spared, 
to contribute your time and money to the building of a finer educational 
institution here at Henderson, Tennessee, for the promul~tion of the 
study of the Bible and all that it means to dedicated Christians. It can 
be done. There are some geniuses here, I know, so in the words of Elbert 
Hubbard, let's express our task this way: "Genius is only the power of 
making continuous effort. The line between failure and success is so 
fine that we scarcely know when we pass it. So fine that we often are 
on the line and do not know it. How many have thrown up their hands at 
a tline when a little more effort, a little more patience, would have 
achieved success. As the tide goes out, so it comes clear in. In busi
ness, sometimes, prospects may seem darkest when really they are on the 
turn. A little more effort, and what seemed hopeless failure may turn 
to glorious success. There is no failure except in no longer trying. 
There is no defeat except from within, no real insurmountable barrier 
save our own inherent weakness of purpose." 

So as we go from this gathering here tonight, let us remember that 
there is no higher reward than the personal realization that you have 
helped some boy or girl to get a Christian education--and there are many 
boys and girls on the streets of America tonight who are actually yearn
ing for this kind of an education. Perhaps Eddie Guest has put it in 
the best words possible. He says, in his poem entitled, ffBoysft __ 

There are men our glorious country will be needing later on, 
At the moment they are youngsters and their names are knovm to none. 

They possess the seeds of greatness, they are equipped for life complete, 
But they will miss the way of manhood, (womanhood) if we leave 

them to the street. 

They are full of fun and ~ischief, there are twinkles in their eyes, 
Fron] their number in the future, some to fame will surely rise. 

But they need out friendly coaching for the task they're going to meet, 
And it isn't safe to leave them to the hazards of the street. 

They will be doctors, lawyers, preachers, with a little friendly aid, 
vlith encouragement and training, they will bring skill to every trade. 

We can fit them for the future, on the right path set their feet, 
But we will throwaway their talents, if we leave the;n to the street. 



This Page was left Blank Intentionally



LT:-S~ONS 'THAT LIVE--SPJIOR V:-VEL 

I II "; n n T1 U C l' I () JT 

A. l.\le mus t look a t the sum of ever'rthino: we l1:'e doinR: in the 
vouth pror:ram. 
1. 1'Je see some of the trees hut 1-le don't know wha t the 

fares t looks like. 
2. Some trees are piants, others scrawny; most of them in 

between. 
3. Some old, s~'me maturinp, otl1Pr yOl.lnP. 
L. IDOk a t the lJ80ple ,")hl) were vouner neoDle in your con

g;regat ion five and ten years ap'o. 

5. 

a. They are your nrof'Juc ts. 
b. They reflect i<lha t you and I have done. 
c. 
In 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
e. 

They are our l1 elJis tles, n known and read of men. 
th is pic ture, what do you S 2e. 

The student - cla v to be molden. 
The teacher - sunervisinp the mo ldinp'. 
'I'l.e tools - t,he mold i tsdf. 
The finished nroduc t - the molded. 
Fvaluation - test the nroduct. 

II. youR IN'J'FRrS T IN YOUTH 

A. Do you really have much interest? 

B. '-Jere you conscript.ed? 

C. ':Thy 
1. 
2. 
3. 
L. 
s. 

are you a teacher of 'Touner neonle? 
Does love motivate you? 
Do 'lOU hate the ,ioh? 
Are you trying to put it off on someone else? 
Are you comnlaininp' ahout havin rr to do it? 
,Tus t \1hy??':' 

III. SUCr:F~SFUL TI'ACHJ]\T(} 01" YOUNG nr-{lDLf 

DIS C U S S ION 

I. THF AIHS OF A YOUTH "T?CG Tl A~{r 

A. To communica t.e 1<lith a rrroun of younp' neople. 
1. Unrier:::tandinp Yo1l.th neC0SS8rv. 
2. An a rcJen t de::;ire to import tru th. 
3. 'Truth not out of date for 'louth. 
h. A full kno1-11edp-e of trut-h.' 

a. '(0U don 1 t have to knol,~ '?v' rvth incT. 
h. Be 1rJillin0" to continue tC,) lEarn. 
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.5. Be attuned one with another. 
a. They knOH your hOp8S and dreams. 
b. You know their longings. 

B. To instill in these young hearts an nbiding love for 
spiritual things - God, Christ, The Bible, The Church. 
1. The challenge of challenges (Jno. 15:14; 8:31,32) 
2. The record of Jewish youth - few involved in 

criminal offenses. 
a. (Deut. 4:9; 6:6-9; Gen. 18:19) 
b. Synagogue 

3. This love come from within the boy or girl. 

C. To demonstrate how this love for things divine can be 
manifest in the lives of youth. 
1. Sociology. 
2. Living among others. 
3. Youth watches others 

a. The Teacher 
b. The Elder 
c. The Preacher 
d. Some other 

4. Not beyond youth - Joseph 

D. To build character 
1. Too big a gap between what we know and .-rh,st we prac

tice. 
a, Reverance in classes and worship. 
b. The "spirit and truth!! is missing in the worship. 

2. Too concerned about what man thinks - Reputation. 
3. Concern should be about \oJhat God thinks - Character. 

If God is on onels Side, even though one stands by 
himself, he is in the majority. 

E. To build in the churCh, the community. and in the 
nation. 
1. We are builders (Et. 7 :24-27) 

a. "Rock H ? 
b, IfS~ndll? 

2. Our youth - Are 1,-10 building a shack? 
3. Leadership is not an inate quality. 

a. l-ri.nciples must be learned. 
b. leadership must be demonstrnted. 

F, To save souls 

\
1, 
2. 

To make known "manifold wisdom of God!!, 
The good news of the 

3. Deliver from shackles of sin. 



II • '!<'V ALUA TF 'THF AIHS MTr) 'OTJR:P0SFS 

A. Are we losing 'Touth in the church? 
1. 5,000 lost. each year. 
2. Over "'1,1..40,,.000,000 will be los t in the next So years. 

a. 28,000 attendin~ other than christian schools. 
b. 100,000 of colleP.'e aP.'e. 

3. One-half lost after obeyin~ th~ ~osnel. 
a. One au t, 0 f every two. 
b. Tremendous loss. 
c. Hhy? 

B. Lack of fulfilment of aims. 
1. hie look at today and try to plul?' the loopholes. 
2. We need some lon~-run thinkin~. 

CON C L U S ION 

I. ESTABLISH SOME S"'r;'CIFIC AIHS 

A. COlllmunica te wi th the .p:rOUD. 
B. Teach love for sniritual thin~s. 
C. Hanifes t th is love. 
D. Build character. 
F. Build leaders. 
F. Save souls. 

II. FVALUATF 11fH'Sli' AIMS 

A. Criterion 
1. Are v1e losim:r our youns::>: DeoDle? 
2. After baptism, wha t? 
3. Fulfilment of aims? 

B. Lives pu t to the tes t. 

77 



78 

TH2: TEACH3R 

nSuccessful teaching is imparting 3ible truth to others and build
ins them up in the things of God." 

"Love for the work of teaching leads to faithfulness. and faith
fulness leads to success." H. Leo Boles. 

1. mE TALL::NT :<EJ:IBER OF 'i'H'!: CHUFLCH. 

A. lotential but refuse to qualify. 

B. Buried talent - Day of reckoning. 

II. HIDDEN REMUNERATION OF THE TEACHEr; - ;~SYCHIC INCOME. 

A. Joy - when Jhonny becomes a Christian. 

B. Joy - observing faithfulness of youth. 

C. Joy - greater effort to build a Christian home. 

D. .Joy - a young person dies in the Lord - investment in eternity. 

E. It's a luxury to teach the Bible. 

III. THE KIND OF TEACHER tmEDJ:D 

A. Not one to do it all, whether or not he thinks he can. 

B. One 'Nbo can supervise and olan vJi th elders. 

C. Several teachers 
1. Old Testament - elder preferably. 
2. Nmv Testament - elder preferably . 
.J. ,c)1urch l:lllsic - song leader 
4. Training a class - elder or deacon. 
S. iToblems and Counsel - minister 
6. Topical Studies - minister. 
7. Social Service - altcrn9ting of all the teachers. 

IV. STABV~ CHARACTERISTICS OF TEi.CHEES 

, : Ie'· (, 
1. :!;::OTIONAL CHARACTERISTICS 

A. A heart full of love 
1. Understandinr: (I Cor. 9: 20-?J) 



2. Compassion 
3. Abidinp: concern-sympa thy 

B. Tolerance. 
1. Lon~-suffering 
2. Not self-willed 

C. Cheerful, optimistic, and enthusiastic. 

D. Confidence and 90ise. 

F. Patient - younp- people like to be lead not driven. 

JI. onYS1CAL CRAnA()~RIST1CS nrc 'f'F'AC'H'R. 

A. }Tot t.'tJ.e physically unfit. 
B. Hea.lthy and 'P"nergetic 

1. Teachin'1 is hard !Jork 
2. .Jesus develoned phYf'ically 
3. If a teacher completely drains iheir ener~y durin~ the 

week - not fit for classwork on the Lord's Day. 
4. Must sacrifice ti~e, energy and nleasure to save soul. 

(Phil. 2 :5-7) 

c. Hell dressed - modest anparel. 

D. Clean Body and Mind. 

F. Persistent and untirin~. 

III. SOCIAL CHATIAC'J'FRISTICS 

A. 1lell spoken of without and within. 

B. Good moral life. 

C. Be amiable. 

D. Thctful and diplomatic. 

F. Home a place of t.raininiY of' own and others (Gen. 18:19) 

F. He denendable. 

IV. SPIRJ11JAL CHARACTFR1S'T'ICS 

A. An undying love for truth. 

B. A searcher of truth. 

C. Know the truth (I Tim. 4:1?-16; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17) 

D. Self-sacrificinl" (Phil. 2:5-7; Rom. 12:1-2) 

F. Love for ot.hers more than self (~hil. 2:3) 
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F. A dedicated child of God. 
1. Filled with demonstration. 
2. Filled with spiritual knowledge. 
3. Filled with prayer. 
4. Filled \<Jith humility. 
;;. The cup overflovJs. 

v. l"lENTAL CHARAC'fJi:RIS'rICS 

rl.. "Great minds walking on stilts" - Ganus. 
1. No soul that1s alive. 
2. No spirit working. 
3. Mental giants. 

B. Be resourceful. 
1. The occasion and the need. 
2. The examples of Christ. 

a. Fig tree 
b. Loaves and fishes 
c. Hrote on the ground. 

C. Have initiative 

D. Have vision 

E. Evangelistic minded 
1. Passion for lost souls at home and abroad. 
2. Believe the Great Commission. 

F. Absence of humor. 
1. Learn to laugh. 
2. Learn to appreciate the lighter side of life. 

VI. INTELL,t;CTUAL EQUIPl1ENT 

A. Read helpful books. 
B. Read brotherhood journals. 
C. Attend teacher training exercises, lectureships, etc. 
D. Area teacher should get t06ether and exchange ideas. 

VII. EXTRA-CUHRICULi.R AC'l'IVITIES 

A. Personally knowing each student. 
B. Being a companion. 
C. A constant personal interest. 
D. Encourabing pupils. 
E. Seeking the lost and reaching the unreached. 
F. Leadership in social life. 

1. In social life. 
2. Clean sports. 
3. Community service. 
4. Cultural training. 
S. C:vcmeclism. 
6. Ministerial assistance. 
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TRtINING FOR SFRVICE 

I. THE PRdr,TIr,AL PURPOSE 

A. Not what I am doing that's important necessarily. 
1. Slanting our training toward service. 
2. Putting ability to use. 

B. Knowledge - means to an end. 
1. How to make serviceable the knowledge we have - Be doers. 
2. "Take the cow and get butter". 

C. Organization of time and facilities. 

121§.f1!§.§.lQN 

1. CLfl.SS ORGF.NIUTION 

A. The Syna gogue 

B. 

1. A social center 
a. Strangers lodged. 
b. Community affairs. 

2. Te@ching center. 
a. From the public schools to the synagogue. 
b. Kept kids off the streets. 

The church facilities today 
1. They are not being used. 

a. r~onday - \Nhat? 
b. Tuesday - 1.,]hat? 
c. r·.Tednesday - Bible study 
d. Thursday - !,]hat? 
e. Friday - T,]hat? 
f. Saturday - ~{.1hat? 

2. Ruildings locked most of time 
a. \~orldly affairs attracting our youth. 
b. Children being trained for anything but service 

to God and man. 
e. 163 hours out of the Heek it's not in use. 

C. A suggested Program 
1. llJork f v.Tork f l-lork, l-lork f etc. 
2. Monday - Old Testament study. 

a. Immediately after school. 
b. In the ~vening. 
c. Indifferent Homes, 

3. Tuesday - Visitation -':;ocial .4.ctivities 
4. Wednesday - Devotional, NeH Testament 
5. Thursday - Devotional, Training Class 
6. Friday - Devotional, Programs Q Counselor topic studies 
7. Eaturday - Devotional, Church ~1usic 
8. Sunday - Morning: Devotional, tfork Book, Quarterly 

Evening: Forum, panels, ]-.[orkshops. Films, Etc. 
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INTRODUC TION 

I • DEVFlDPHVNT 0'1" U' A.,.T)ERS 

A. They are not horn leaders. 

B. Leaders are trainec1. 

C. Leaders make their lives useful. 

II. THE I-JHA T AND HQ1,v OF TRAnTING 

A. ~~at training received is extremely important 
1. '!he Bible must be the center. 
2. ADplica tion of Sible knovlledge to individual needs. 

B. How one is trained ~.Jill determine to some degree his use
fuJness. 
1. The effectiveness of teaching. 
2. Impressing the nlastic mind of youth. 

DIS C U S S ION 

I. PRAC TICAL SUGGFSTFlN,S IN 'TRAINING fOR SfRVICE 

A. Study Bible as a text 
1. Youth must know what it says. 
2. Youth must learn to live according to its precepts. 
3. Each young person should have a good Bible, concordance, 

dictionary, etc. ----
4. Verbal and visual ins truction 

a. sermons 
b. films 
c. filmstrips 
d. slides 
e. nature 
f. blackboard 
g. memorize scriptures 

5. Hust know and reverence God and Christ. 
6. Know the characters of the Bible. 

B. Learn how to read tl-}e Bible 
1. Demonstratpd h" t.eacher 
2. liThe Talking Bible" 
3. Tape recordin~s of good readers. 
4. Let students taDe and listen to their own readings. 
5. Punctuation, sentEnce ~tructure, and naragraphs em

phasized. 



C. Learn how to pray 
1. Teach the value and power of prayer. 
2. First write out prayers. 
3. Say the prayer over to himself audibly. 
4. Begin to speak a prayer in the classroom, then in 

the assembly. 
5. Study prayers of the Bible. 

D. Learn about church music 
1. Teach the Bible on church music. 
2. Show the value of singing. 
3. Study words of songs. 
4. Study music to songs. 
5. Study types of church songs. 
6. Write a song. 
7. Memorize some songs. 

E. Learn about giving 
1. "They first gave Themselves. 1I 

2. "Unconditional surrender." 
3. Bible teaching on giving 

a. What - time, money, energy 
b. How 
c. When 
d. For what purpose 

4. Giving is serving 

F. Learn how to practice pure religion 
1. Visitation program - Laboratory work 
2. Doing for the poor, the sick 
3. Doing good at every opportunity. 

G. Learn how to be missionary minded 
1. The great commission - read it until it is believed. 
2. Writing to missionary and to christians in foreign lands. 
3. Study what is being done in the brotherhood (Christian 

Chronicle), in your state, in your community, by your 
home congregation. 

H. Learn to enjoy fellowship 
1. Plan visits into various homes 
2. Plan occasions with only local young people present 

a.Bowling parties 
b. Spaghetti suppers 
c. Progressive suppers 
d. Ice cream party 
e. Tacky party 
f. Fish fry, etc. 

3. Plan occasions with older people. 
a. Honor father or mother banquets 
b. Honor the elders, deacon, and minister and their 

families with a meal. 
c. Honor an older or young class in the church. 
d. Honor the teachers of the church. 
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4. Plan occasions with other young 
a. Area IIget-to-gethersll - a one evening affair 
b. A Iveek-end young forum - Friday niGht - Sunday 

evening services. 
(1) Young people from neighboring congregations 

invited into your homes. 
(2) Full services of classes and instructions on 

Saturday and Sunday. 
(3) Some kind of meal together. 



THE DEVELOPHENT OF THS NEhf TESTAHENT 

Warder K. Novak 

I. INTRODUCTION 

A. New Testament composed of 27 books: canonicity, inspiration, 
genuineness all important considerations, but not to be included 
in bais course of lessons. 

B. Believe the New Testament contains complete Will of God for this 
Dispensation. 

C. Not our purpose to discuss translations and their historicity. 

8S 

D. Concerned with the writing of the 27 original manuscripts (books) 
and their inter-relationship, historical and geographical settings, 
and the approximate dates when they were penned. 

II. DISCUSSION: 

A. Fascinating and intriguing story of how God gave us the New Testament. 

B. What is the oldest writing in New Testament? 
1. Some might say IIfJIatthew." This is incorrect. 
2. It is the Letter on Circumcision, about A. D. 50 (Acts 15:23-29). 

C. Luke, writer of Acts of Apostles, completes this book in Rome, 
about A. D.63 (Acts 28:30,31). 
1. Was with the apostle Paul at the time (Col. 4:14). 
2. He was also with P,aul at his second confinement ( 2 Tim. 4:11). 

D. Hov! and when did these 28 divine vlritings come into existence? 

E. Have New Testament books divided four periods: 
1. Ten days before Pentecost A. D. 29 to end of controversy on 

circumcision, A. D. 50--22 year geriod (Acts 1:1-15: 35). 
2. Bego.nning second miSSionary tour, A.D. 51 to close of third 

missionary tour, A. D. 58 --7 year period (Acts 15:36-21:16). 
3. Paul's arrest in ~Terusalem, A. D. 58 (Pentecost to the end of 

his two-year imprisonment in Rome, A. D. 63--5 years period 
(Acts 21:17-28:31). 

4. From close of Acts of Apostles, A. D. 63 to the writing of 
Revelation, A. D. 96--33 year period. 
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F. To.ble shm'ling dates, places and authors of New Testament writings: 

l. Letter on eircumcision A. D. 50 Jerusalem Apostles 
2. First Thessalonians A. D. 52 Corinth Paul 
3. Second 11 A. D. 52 Corinth Paul 
4. First Corinthians A. D. 57 Ephesus Paul 
5. ,Second 11 A. D. 57 Hacedonia Paul 
6. Galatians A. D. 57-58 E3cedonia 

or Corinth Paul 
7. Romans A. D. 58 Corinth Paul 
8. Hark A. D. 50-60 Mark 
'). Nat thew I, D. 60-66 MattheVJ ,r" ... 

10. Luke A. D. 60 Luke 
ll. James A. D. 60-70 James 
12. ?hilippians !~ . D. 62 Rome Paul 
13, E)hilemon A. D. 62 Rome Paul 
14. Colossians A. D. 63 Rome Paul 
15. Ephesians D. 63 Rome Paul 
16. Romans A. D. 63 Rome Paul 
17. Acts of Apostles A. D. 63 Rome Luke 
18. First Peter A. D. 64 Peter 
19. Second 11 A. D. 64-67 Peter 
20. First Timothy I 

J ••••• D. 6l.j,-65 Nicopolis Paul 
21. Titus A. D. 65 Nicopolis Paul 
22. Jude A. D. 65 Jude 
23. Second Timothy A. D. 66 Rome Paul 
24. John A. D. 80-95 John 
25. First John A. D. 80-95 John 
26. Second John ,\ D. 80-95 John , . 
27. Third John A. D. 80-95 John 
28. Revelation A. D. 96 Patmos John 

G. Discussion of First Period 

1. Introduction to narrative (Acts 1). 
2. Church established in Jerusalem, Pentecost A. D. 29 (Acts 2). 
3. Church grows; Peter and John imprisoned (Acts 3:1-4:31). 
4. Further progress and persecution (Acts 4:32-5:42). 
5. Deacons appointed; Stephen's sermon, death (Acts 6:1-8-4). 
6. The labors of Philip (Acts 8&5-40). 

7. Saul's conversion; early lacors (Acts 9:1-3~). 
8. Peter ministers in Judea; converts Cornelius in Cesarea (Acts 9:32-10:4/j). 
9. Peter's defense; church in Antioch; IIerod kills James (Acts 11, 12). 

10. First missionary tour (Acts 13, 14). 
11. Controversy on circumcision (Acts 15:1-35). 
12. WritinG of LETTER ON C IRCU}1C l,S ION • 

H. Discussion of Second Period. 
1. Second missionary tour. 

a. From Antioch to i'hilippi 
b. Froi"(l. r'hilippi to Corinth 
c • Arrival of Silas and Timothy 
d.,,]riting of First Thess~lonian3 
e. Despite opposition in Corinth, churc11 is establisbed 
f. l1>[ritirw of Second Thessalonians 
g. From C~ rinth to Antioch 



2. Third missionary tour 
a. From Antioch to Ephesus; re-baptism of 12 men; synagogue of 

Jews; school of Tyrannus; miracles; exorcists; burning of 
books of curious arts 

b. lifriting of First Corinthians 
c. Demetrius instigates silversmiths to violence 
d. Paul departs for Nacedonia 
f. Writing of Second Corinthians 
g. Writing of Galatians (or possibly a little later in Corinth) 
h. Paul goes to Greece 
it writing of Romans 
j. From Corinth to Jerusalem 

I. Discussion of Third Period 

J. 

1. Paul's arrest in Jerusalem 
2. Imprisoned in Caesarea 
3. ::lriting of Mark. Matthew and Luke 
4. Second trial in Caesarea; Festus, later with Agrippa 
5. Voyage to Rome 
6. i.:lriting of James 
7. Prison labors in Rome for two years 
8. ItJriting of Philippians 
9. Writing of Philemon 

).0. Writing of Colossians 
11. TtJriting of Ephesians 
12. Writing of Hebrews 
13. l.-lriting of Acts of Apostles 

Discussion of Fourt h Pe riod 
1. Hriting of First Peter 
2. 'ltlriting of Second Peter 
3. Writing of Firs t T imot by" 
4. ',;.Triting of Titus 
5. Writing of Jude 
6. Writing of Second Timothy 
7. Writing of John 
8. lrlriting of First John 
9. writing of Second John 

10. Writing of Third John 
II. vJriting of Revelation 
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